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Church 
 

Guess what’s coming next … ? 
Musings from the Manse … 
Rev Mark Smith 
 
As Remembrance passes, how do you react? 
 
Are you reliving the Lawrence of Arabia sequence … 
Christmas approaching ever so slowly through the haze 
of life, building the anticipation and tension to an almost 
unbearable level? 
 
Are you more of a Back to the Future person … wanting 
Christmas to be like you think it was, how you remember 
it from your youth, yet somehow sensing that it will be 
just the same as always? 
 
Are you a Wall-E … carrying on with the normality of life 
and its routines until suddenly Christmas interrupts, like 
a polished, shiny EV dropping from the sky? 
 
Survey over! 

So we enter ADVENT – a time of preparation for the big 
celebrations, a time when we are reminded that Jesus 
is three-dimensional (past, present, future), a time when 
we think about HOPE, PEACE, JOY, LOVE. How will 
you get ready? 
 
Perhaps we should first decide what it is we are getting 
ready for!? 
 
I suspect that that is where many of us go wrong at 
Christmas. We are getting ready for the wrong things … 
eating to excess, straining our credit limits, re-gifting to 
the ‘right’ people, children struggling with old-fashioned 
words or dodgy scripts, finding the ideal matching 
jumpers or costumes for the children, planning a trip to 
the Boxing Day sales, avoiding sprouts, spending time 
with people we normally avoid, etc. 
 
Although the timing of our Christmas celebration in the 
West has links with the old Mid-Winter and Solstice, the 
battle against darkness and the return of the light, it is 
about more than that. 
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Christmas is actually about how much God loves you. 
We sometimes miss that in the familiar stories and 
songs. This year, try to hear those stories and songs 
with new ears. Try to see them with new eyes. Try to 
receive them with new hearts! 
 
Back to the movies … 
 
Is your life feeling like a desert as you wait for something 
to happen, someone to come over the horizon and 
rescue you? Jesus rode on a donkey – meek yet 
majestic! 
 
Are you wanting to recapture some ideal time from your 
past or hoping to re-invent the present? Jesus is the 
same, yesterday, today, forever! 
 
Do you feel surrounded by other people’s mess, working 
tirelessly to please others, or getting swamped by the 
chaos of life’s debris field? Follow the star to Bethlehem, 
to Jesus, the Light of the world, who came down from 
Heaven for you (and would have done even if no-one 
else existed)! 
 
Whatever your expectations, hopes, needs, try to make 
your own Christmas (whatever traditions there are in 
your family) about Love, Hope, Peace and Joy. Don’t 
just open presents … open yourself. Open your heart. 
 
So why not join us at Dunscore Church: 
 

o to discover the real depth of Love – the Love 
that brought Jesus to Bethlehem all those years 
ago; 

 
o to find the comfort of real inner Peace – the 

Peace that breaks through the noise and chaos; 
 

o to experience the deep Joy of knowing you are 
loved by the One who invented Love! 

 
Just as Mary and Joseph travelled in Hope to 
Bethlehem, not knowing what to expect next, so you 
may be surprised by what God has for you – if only you 
are open to it! 
 
May God Bless you. 
 
MINISTER: Rev Mark RS Smith 
T: 01387 820475  
M: 0776 215 2755 (now on WhatsApp!) 
F: RevMark Smith (number 7!!) 
E: mark.smith@churchofscotland.org.uk  
 

KiKs - Kids in Kirk 
Tim Harmer 
 
KiKs is our Church children and young people’s group. 
It meets on the 4th Sunday during the main Sunday 
morning worship service. The youngsters leave the 
service after the first hymn to go to their own separate 
session but then return to give feedback to the 
congregation after the sermon. The Church has 

continued to look at some Old Testament figures as a 
theme running through the Sunday services. In October, 
the figure Kiks looked at was Ruth from a short book in 
the Old Testament found between Judges and 1 
Samuel. Ruth was a woman from Moab who married 
Mahlon, a son of Elimelech who had moved to Moab 
from Bethlehem. Ruth’s father-in-law, husband and 
brother-in-law all died, leaving Ruth, her sister-in-law, 
Orpah, and mother-in-law, Naomi, without support. 
Naomi returned to Bethlehem and Ruth went with her. 
Ruth’s statement of commitment to Naomi after their 
seemingly crushing bereavements is often used as a 
reading at weddings. She eventually married a man 
named Boaz. She became the mother of Obed who was 
the great-grandfather of King David and so appears in 
the genealogy leading down to Jesus in the first chapter 
of Matthew’s gospel. One of the many interesting female 
figures in the Old Testament. 

 

Connect 
Tim Harmer 
 
This autumn, the Connect Bible Study Group has been 
looking at Paul’s letter to the first century Christian 
Church in Rome. This New Testament book is 
considered the foremost statement of Paul’s theology 
and thinking about Jesus, faith and salvation. Various 
members of the group have been leading the study with 
the help of a book written by Professor Tom Wright, a 
well known Christian teacher. The book is written in a 
very accessible style and helped bring a number of 
insights to the group about the tensions in the early 
Roman Church between Jewish and Gentile Christians. 
It also illustrated how Paul explains the major plank of 
Christian theology known as ‘justification by faith’ to a 

mailto:mark.smith@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Church he hadn’t founded or met with. ‘Justification by 
Faith’ became important in the writings of many major 
Christian figures in history, not least Luther at the outset 
of the Protestant Reformation in Europe. I think it is fair 
to say that we have found the course demanding but 
rewarding. The Connect group will take a break at the 
beginning of Advent until the new year. 
 

Litter Picking 
Raymond Nelson 
 
In 2018, the Dunscore Church Eco-group set up a litter 
picking project, focussed on local highways and by-
ways. Known as the Litter Larks, we meet every month 
(except in summer when the road verges are 
overgrown). Numbers vary … our best turnout was 13 
Larkers. It is satisfying, good exercise and fun - after 
picking we have a cuppa and a chat in the church. 
 
However the litter droppers are not shamed or deterred 
and the fly tipping continues unchecked. The national 
problem of fly tipping and littering has been unsolved for 
generations. UK governments, devolved governments, 
Keep Britain Tidy (founded in 1960), Keep Scotland 
Beautiful (2000) and other organisations have no doubt 
done their best but sadly with little to show for their 
efforts. Research indicates that the problem just gets 
worse every year - in 2022/23 there were over 1 million  
fly tipping incidents reported in England with just 1798 
fines; in Scotland, between 2019 and 2023 there were 
283,000 reported cases of fly tipping, resulting in only 
51 prosecutions - and yet we seem to hope that the 
same old (mostly failed) initiatives will somehow solve 
the problem, Einstein’s definition of madness. 
Government enquiries / committees / reports / focus 

groups / initiatives etc. do not cut the mustard and "fine 
words butter no parsnips". The Scottish Government’s 
recent National Litter and Fly Tipping Strategy, a 6 year 
plan, is over a hundred pages long and after 18 months 
of hard work by teams of civil servants, it is not much 
more than a rehash of existing plans and aspirations. 
 
If we really care and genuinely want to solve the 
problem, rather than wringing our hands and hoping 
something will turn up, COMMITMENT, RADICAL 
POLICIES and LEADERSHIP are required. 
 
Let us start by humbly looking at other countries which 
have success in this field. In Rwanda, there is a 
compulsory litter pick once a month. The President, all 
cabinet ministers, everyone turns out. How about the 
same leadership here with the King, Prime Minister, 
First Ministers, MPs, MSPs, regional councillors, 
community councillors turning out once a month? If 
Rwanda can do it, why not Scotland? Why not the whole 
of the UK? 
 
Plastic bags have been banned in Rwanda since 2008, 
while in Kenya it is illegal to import any goods with single 
use plastic. 
 
Other suggestions..... 
 
Evidence shows that a large proportion of littering 
comes via fast food outlets. They use high tech aids for 
billing/stocking etc. and should be obliged to demand 
evidence of car number plates when checking out: litter 
thrown out of car windows will often have the receipt left 
in the bag.....a knock on the door and the heavy hand of 
the law is staring you in the face. 
 
The police must be instructed and resourced to put 
detection and prosecution as a high priority. Current 
penalties/ fines amount to a slap on the wrist for serious 
organised fly tippers. 
 
Here are some suggestions for more effective 
punishment for law breaking: 
 
1. Mandatory, on the spot removal of driving licences for 
offenders, for three years for a driver fly tipping, one 
year for the owner of the offending vehicle, one year for 
littering. If this became law, I think most drivers and fly 
tippers would think twice before risking such a penalty. 
 
2. Fast track the bottle/plastic return scheme which 
somehow got lost after coming so close to being 
introduced, seen by many as a major step forward. 
 
3. Does it make sense for Councils to charge for using 
their refuse dumps and then have to go out and clear up 
after fly tippers? Make it free and encourage usage - 
maybe a rebate on council rates for responsible use? 
 
In conclusion, please join us in keeping our local roads 
clean but at the same time, give your support by 
seriously pressing for serious efforts to prevent littering 
and fly tipping in the future. Thanks. 
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Dunscore Church 
The 200th Centenary Book 
Sheila Anderson 
 

 
Colin and I found it daunting to condense the plethora 
of information there is in Church Minutes, past 
Dunscore Magazines, Church of Scotland and Dumfries 
Library archives in order to create a book celebrating 
200 years of the present church building. The churches 
in this parish – and there were several – were the centre 
of village life and now provide a wealth of information of 
days gone by. We can trace back to c1147 when the first 
parish church of Dunscore was built near Portrack by 
the Monks of Holywood who were also responsible for 
the establishment of Cottack village – now Dunscore. 
 
We follow the changes in church life and tell the story of 
its move to its present site in Dunscore in 1649 and its 
subsequent renovation/rebuild in 1823. 
 
We can thank the church for establishing a school in the 
church grounds as early as 1747 and subsequently to 
the site of what is now Glenriddell Hall. Families who 
wished to take advantage of this education would have 
to apply to the Kirk Session for their approval. Following 
the Education (Scotland) Act in 1872, a further three 
schools were built – Glenesslin, Burnhead and 
Dunscore (now the pre-school building). 
 

Kirk Session minutes provide an insight into rural life in 
years past – some funny, some shocking and some sad. 
There is a wonderful description (two versions) of a 
large and fashionable wedding in 1412 in the parish 
church when the Laird of Lag’s son and heir married the 
daughter of Sir Duncan Kirkpatrick of Torthorwald. 
Incidentally, there is no mention of the bride’s outfit - but 
the Abbot wore red shoes with his white robes!! 
 
Each chapter relates to a different aspect of 
church/community life. There were squabbles – as 
shown in excerpts from the D&G Standard. Memories of 
the church over the 20th century provide an insight into 
local life, together with poems and stories from those 
who lived and worked in the area. There are chapters 
on Ministers since 1147; those from the area who died 
in the two wars; building information; snippets from 
minutes; and an overall view of all the different 
denominations of churches in the parish that came and 
went over the years … and much more. 
 
It is difficult for me to provide an overall picture but 
Matthew Aitken’s book review is perhaps more 
enlightening…. 
 

Dunscore Church 200th Centenary Book 
Review 
Matthew Aitken 
 
It’s an easy read, with so many fascinating facts and 
wee snippets all relating to Dunscore Church and the 
life in and around the church. There were many times 
when I laughed out loud and also numerous times when 
I said: “Listen to this…” . For example, did you know that 
in the 1920s the Kirk Session was still involved and 
recording when a child was born in “uncleanliness” and 
both the child’s mother and the father were dealt with 
according to the law of the church. In 1958, there was a 
lot of discussion about purchasing a car for the minister 
– consideration was given to a bubble car although 
these were felt to “not fall within the dignity of the 
appointment”!! 
 
The book is a delight.  Get your copy from the church or 
any member for just £10. All proceeds to Dunscore 
Church. 

 
 

Children 
 

Pre-School 
Laura Mushet 
 
It’s been a lovely start to the new academic year at 
Dunscore Pre-School. We have welcomed in five new 
children and they have hit the ground running with us. 
During our first term, we were looking at construction 
after the children became very interested in how things 
are built and, in particular, they really enjoyed a story all 
about roadworks, which led to us learning a lot about 
different machines used in roadworks. 

 
 
 
We have also been continuing our weekly sessions at 
the woods, and you will likely see us about the village, 
wandering up to the Millenium Woods. The children love 
the opportunity to be outside for a big portion of the day 
and they have been loving our hammock, which was 
kindly gifted to us by a parent of one of last year’s 
leavers! 
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This year, we welcomed two new(ish) members of staff 
to help cover Caroline’s maternity leave: Ruth Little has 
started, and we have brought Elinor Gibson back. We 
are gearing up for a busy run-up to Christmas, which will 
include our Christmas Concert and lots of Christmassy 
crafts! 
 
 

Dunscore Primary School 
Samantha Atkins 
 
P1/2 have had a very busy start to the school year. In 
term one, we had the topic of Dinosaurs! We learned all 
about them and also learned some very big words like 
carnivore, herbivore and omnivore. This term, we are 
looking at ‘toys’ and investigating the differences 
between toys across the decades. We will also be 
looking at how electronic toys work, how motors make 
things move and much more. 
 
We took part in Maths Week Scotland and completed 
lots of different activities. We joined online activities and 
made a book of our favourite maths areas and we also 
went outside and discovered various ways to complete 
maths tasks using items from the playground. 
 
DG OWL (Dumfries and Galloway Outdoor Woodland 
Learning) group chose our school to spend the day with. 
Each class and parents were invited to take part in lots 
of activities. Each child also received a tin which 
included items which could be used to complete maths 
activities outside. 

 
P3/4 have been learning about Vikings as part of our 
topic. We have enjoyed learning about how Vikings lived 
and travelled. We have created wonderful artwork 
including Viking shields, brooches and longboats. We 
have also had a go at creating our own Viking 
longhouses using Lego. Everyone really enjoyed 
creating a Viking item at home and then sharing it with 
the rest of the class. We are looking forward to having a 
visit from a Viking in December to finish off our topic. As 
part of our RME, we have been learning about famous 
Scottish Christians and one of the people we have 
chosen to look at is Jane Haining. We are all fascinated 
by her life and work. 
 

 
Our pupil forum groups are continuing to run this year. 
We have 7 groups this year including The Rights Squad, 
The Technicians, The Fabulous Fairtraders, The 
Creative Crafters, The School Improvement Team, The 
Green Team and The PE Parliament. All the pupils in the 
school get to be a part of these and we are very lucky 
to have the support from parent volunteers and the 
village Fairtrade group to make them possible. 
 
Both P1-2 and P3-4 are working together on this year’s 
nativity called “The Fleece Force”. We are all very 
excited for this and the whole school will be joining 
together to sing the songs. The performance of this will 
be in the church on Wednesday 18th December at 
10.30am and everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
P5 -7 have been investigating where Dunscore is in the 
world. 
 
Different maps and atlases have been evident with lots 
of physical geography being explored – pupils are now 
more confident in their understanding of where 
continents, countries and oceans are in the world. 
 
They have been exploring and locating the different 
physical land features that have been created in 
Scotland along with the key landmarks to be visited. 
Pupils will be learning how maps are made and will be 
creating and researching their own local ones. 
Coordinates will be reinforced to pinpoint different 
locations. 
 
We were also invited to The Gardens of Cosmic 
Speculation in Holywood to undertake a science and 
technology day. Led by Wendy, groups investigated 
number, design and engineering through different fun 
challenges. We had a great day with a picnic too! 
 
P7’s have visited Wallace Hall Academy to start their 
transitional sessions – trying new things and meeting 
new friends. They have also been to the Operation 
Safety day at DG1 where various scenarios are set up 
by our emergency services to highlight what should be 
done in emergency situations. 
 
We are all looking forward to the run up to Christmas! 
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Community 
 

Community Council 
Andi Martin 
 
What a busy few months! We now have our 2024/25 
Community Council In place and we have a fun-packed 
schedule of events planned over the next few months. 
 
In November, we held our highly successful Bonfire 
Night at the play park. Over 600 people came to enjoy 
the bonfire, fireworks and the stalls from the play park 
group, DADS and the Pre-School. 
 
Next comes the annual Santa Run on Saturday the 7th 
December, starting from 5.30 pm with Santa and his 
helper and travelling through Thoughgate, Mansgate 
and the village. 
 
Afterwards Santa will be at the Flying Pig to meet 
everyone. 
 
Next year will soon be here and we will be able to tell 
you more about the surprises to come. 
 
If anyone would like to, please come along to our next 
meeting on the 16th December at 730pm at the Flying 
Pig. 
 
 

DADs 
Gail Renaud 
 

 
Some upcoming events for your diary from DADS: 
 
Burns Supper - 25th January in the Glenriddell Hall 
 
The best Burns Supper in town is back in Dunscore for 
Burns Night. As usual our excellent catering team will 
be providing a tasty 4-course haggis dinner (with 
whisky) - look out for the posters for details. Please 
make sure you make any dietary requirements known 
in advance to avoid disappointment on the night. 

 
A Burns Supper is only as good as the sum of its parts 
and everyone is invited to be one of those parts. Bring 
along your favourite poem, song, anecdote, tune or 
other offering to share, Burns-related or otherwise. 
You’ve got plenty of time to practise and no-one will 
judge you once the bar has opened! 
 
The Odd Couple - 13-15th February in Dunscore 
Church 
 
Don’t Miss the Laugh-Out-Loud Comedy Event of the 
Season: The Odd Couple (Female Version) by Neil 
Simon! 
 
In this hilarious twist on Neil Simon’s classic comedy, 
The Odd Couple (Female Version) flips the script to 
follow the chaotic lives of Florence Unger and Olive 
Madison, two wildly opposite women whose friendship 
is put to the ultimate test. When neat-freak Florence 
moves in with her free-spirited, slapdash friend Olive, 
sparks fly as their clashing personalities lead to 
uproarious misunderstandings, battles over cleanliness, 
and some laughable attempts at romance. Add a zany 
group of friends and a pair of quirky Spanish 
neighbours, and the result is a fast-paced, laugh-a-
minute journey through friendship, forgiveness, and the 
strength that comes from truly embracing each other’s 
quirks. 
 
Look out for posters in the new year for further details. 
 
 

Fairtrade 
Diane Cowen 
 
The Fairtrade group have just held a Fairtrade Carved 
Pumpkin competition, which again was very successful. 
There were 13 entries and they were all fabulous. The 
prize was a lovely Fairtrade hamper, with the winning 
entry from Ishbel Wright, who was so excited to win it. 
 
We are all getting busy for our Fairtrade Christmas Fair, 
where local crafters will have stalls to sell their products 
and there will also be a tombola. We will be serving 
Fairtrade coffee and teas and some good old-fashioned 
home baking. This year it will be held in Dunscore 
Church on Saturday 7th December from 3 pm till 5 pm. 
It’s always a good afternoon, before Santa comes to the 
village in the evening. 
 
Keep this date for your new diary: our Fairtrade Big 
Brew 2025 will be held on Saturday the 2nd March. 
More information on this will be in the next Dunscore 
Digest. 
 
If anyone would like to join us on the Fairtrade group 
please come along to our next meeting - ask Diane 
Cowen or Alison Borthwick for details. 
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DUNSCORE GALA COMMITTEE 
Chairperson’s Report 2024/25 
Alison Borthwick 
Chair – Dunscore Gala Committee 
 
Our annual Gala kicked off this year on Sunday 4 
August with Mr & Mrs Iain Howat opening our Gala 
Week with a wonderful crowning day for our Gala Party, 
Queen Orla, King Harry and attendants, Lucy, Ritchie & 
Seth. They all looked wonderful and enjoyed their day, 
carrying out their duties beautifully. 

Thanks to Andy Griffiths of ifilmu 
 
We had our Home Baking, Pebble Stones and School 
Art competitions with lots of great entries, bottle rockets, 
and music by Poison Ivy, which proved to be a great 
afternoon enjoyed by everyone. We have never seen 
the crowning day so busy! 
 
On Monday, we postponed the bike challenge due to the 
weather conditions which made it unsafe to have this 
event. 
 
On Tuesday, we held the pet show in the marquee, 
which is always well attended and it was lovely to see 
everyone’s pets so well behaved and enjoying the 
occasion. It is always such a popular one! 
 
On Wednesday, the annual treasure hunt took place 
organised by Iain Currie. This was his last treasure hunt 
for Dunscore after many years of organising this very 
popular event. It was exceptionally well attended and 
we thank Iain for all his hard work and dedication over 
the years on delivering such a marvellous event for the 
Gala. 
 
On Thursday evening, for the first time in Dunscore, we 
had a visit from the Road Runner to the village hall 
where he made a huge impact on the kids and adults, 
delivering an hour of music, dancing and a bit of 
madness - what’s not to like? Again, it was very well 
supported and we had lots of great feedback, so 
definitely one for next year! 
 
On Friday evening, we held our quiz night which is 
always so popular. The marquee was packed with 
adults, kids and a dog or 2. Ann and her team provided 
a great quiz for the village, which always gets everyone 

thinking. The marquee was packed and we never 
stopped on the bar! 
 
Finishing off our week with the Gala Day on Saturday, 
filled with fantastic floats, with the Pre- School being the 
overall winner, in the Gala field we had Steve Colley, 
Motorbike Stuntshow, Tazmanian Acrobats, quad bikes, 
pony rides, mini fair, face painting, vintage cars, tractors 
and lots of great craft stalls! It was a fantastic day - the 
sun shone all day and we danced the night away to 
Deluxe Edition who were brilliant! What a super week! 
 
I would like to thank all the extra helpers that we have 
outwith the committee for putting up the marquees 
throughout the year and all the extra help we require 
especially on Gala Day. 
 
Of course, all of this is not possible unless we have the 
Gala Committee - you guys make all of this happen! 
Whether you have helped put up the marquees, put out 
signs, picked up goods, sorted the bars and 
refreshments, done the BBQ, put out tables and chairs, 
sold raffle tickets or arranged the royal party, the list is 
endless!!! I thank you all for your hard work and 
dedication towards Dunscore Gala 2024. None of this is 
possible without the support and commitment of the 
Gala Committee. 
 
We had a successful Gala Week and lots to be proud 
of, but we can always work hard to improve the way we 
do things and find better ways to achieve this - team 
work makes the dream work! 
 
We look forward to organising Dunscore Gala for 2025 
with our 30 year celebrations. 
 
Well done and again thanks you to you all. 
 

Gala 
Iain Howat 
 
Iain Howat retired from the Dunscore Gala Committee 
after 17 years of service. For anyone who missed it, this 
is a copy of his speech at the opening of this year’s 
Gala. 
 
As many of you will know, I have been a member of the 
Gala Committee since the first Gala in 1995. Our first 
Gala Day was held in this field and the highlight was the 
water sports day. This was held in the river Cairn at Long 
John’s Pool and included bath races, many of which 
sank, and a tug of war with teams standing on home-
made pontoons precariously moored in the centre of the 
river. We had our own lifeguard, a well-known local 
named Frank Birkett, who attended in a wet suit and 
snorkelling gear; thankfully his services were never 
needed! 
 
Water sports were replaced by the infamous and hair-
raising bed race which started and finished in the Gala 
field, with competitors risking life and limb to negotiate 
up through the village and down the Black Brae on beds 
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that had been converted for road use. These had very 
limited steering and frequently the beds had no brakes. 
 
Both these events were great fun at the time. 

 
We had a train ride, complete with station master, a rail 
journey which, over the years, was enjoyed by many 
children. There were also adults’ and children’s five-a-
side football matches, and the long-standing pet show 
and car treasure hunt, always popular events. Friday 
night was the children’s disco which has now been 
replaced by the hugely popular family quiz. 
 
The first Gala Dance was an open air event as the tent 
we had borrowed from Thornhill Pegasus MotorCycle 
Club was only big enough to hold the bar and at which 
Carol, together with Tony who then ran The George 
Hotel, served refreshments. 
 
Since the very first Gala Day, the parade has always 
been a major event. We have enjoyed seeing all the old 
and new tractors which take part in the parade. We have 
admired and cheered not only the design and effort 
taken in the construction of the many floats which take 
part in the parade but also the outfits of those walking in 
fancy dress. All this pageantry is accompanied by the 
skirl of the bag pipes and the twirl of the kilted pipe band 
members who lead us as we make our way through the 
village to the Gala field. 
 
Over the years there have been various Gala Day acts, 
including Scottish country and other dancers, gymnastic 
teams, quad bikes, horseback acrobats, dog handlers, 
Indian running ducks and motorbike stunt men, to name 
but a few. 
 
Many things have changed but at the heart is our shared 
wish and goal as a committee to provide a fun day out 
for all who attend the events. We have kept at the heart 
of Gala Day itself a traditional Scottish family day out, 
which serves not only the local community of Dunscore 
village but which also warmly welcomes those from 
outwith the village to join us. 
 
I retired from the Gala Committee earlier this year but 
for the last seventeen years I had the privilege of being 
chairman of the committee. I can say with pride that I 
was part of a committed team which, under the 
relentless financial scrutiny of Jimmy Anderson, shared 
the same goal and worked tirelessly to raise the funds 

enabling us to provide a Gala Day at which the events 
are free for children. Our fundraising events cater for all 
ages, and include soup and pudding lunches and the 
Friday night quiz night at the Flying Pig, where the 
winners very generously donate their winnings to the 
Gala Fund. 
 
Over the years we have upgraded our marquees to the 
current one. We hire this out for community and private 
events and also provide a willing team to erect the 
marquee. I am proud of what we have achieved over the 
years, from our humble beginnings to the major events 
that are now being held throughout Gala Week. As they 
say, mighty oaks from tiny acorns grow. 
 
I would like to thank, most sincerely, every member of 
the Gala Committee, past and present, not only for all 
their hard work and commitment, but also for their 
camaraderie, our shared frustrations when things did 
not go quite as planned, usually a result of the weather, 
the eternal humour and the vast quantities of laughter 
we have shared throughout the years. You are a great 
bunch, and while I count myself lucky to have been part 
of the Gala journey, I am now really looking forward to 
attending Gala events without attending the meetings. I 
wish the present committee and new chairperson all the 
best with this Gala and for the many more Galas to 
come. Thank you, guys. 
 
I would also like to thank the Crawford family who not 
only provide us with our venue but ensure any cattle and 
sheep are removed and crops as well as the hedges are 
cut in time for the Gala events to be held. Our grateful 
thanks to you for your support over the years and 
hopefully for the future. 
 
Last but never least, I would like to thank everyone for 
supporting our fund-raising events throughout the year, 
for participating in the Gala events and for attending the 
Gala Day. Without you none of this is possible. Thank 
you all. 
 
 

Auld Alliance Twinning Association 
Christine Carson 
 
In August, we welcomed 15 French visitors to our four 
villages: Dunscore, Penpont, Tynron and Keir. 
 
For our exchange visits, both the Auld Alliance and la 
Vieille Alliance put together a programme of events that 
includes a ‘big day out on the bus,’ a day with host 
families, a day visiting local places of interest, and an 
evening ‘soirée.’ 
 
This year, we visited Lanercost Priory café for coffee 
and some really excellent scones with cream and jam. 
Thus fortified, we headed off to the World Heritage Site 
of Vindolanda which, in addition to the excavated site, 
has a really interesting museum of Roman and local life. 
One of the challenges of organising the twinning visits 
is trying to predict what the weather will do but we were 
very lucky and it was actually sunny for our picnic lunch. 
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Back on the bus, we continued our sojourn into 
Angleterre with a visit to Hexham Abbey, with the 
opportunity to wander around the town centre. I have to 
admit that for the most part of my life I was quite 
unaware of the rich cultural and ecclesiastical history of 
the north of England: if you haven’t been to Hexham, it’s 
a pretty town, and the Abbey, although not on the scale 
of larger cathedrals, has a lovely, peaceful and 
welcoming atmosphere. 
 
On Saturday night, we held our potluck soirée. Music 
was provided by the Dumfries band Bogle Mufty, with 
Lee MacQueen, Gwen Adair and ‘Billy.’ They were 
fantastic and we had a great night singing along to 
traditional Scottish songs, listening to others and 
dancing. Getting people onto the dance floor was not a 
challenge; the moment the music started, they were up. 
We even had a round of the Can-Can before Auld Lang 
Syne! 

 
On our last day we visited the smokehouse at Carsluith 
and Barholm Castle; once again we were blessed with 
the weather and sun soaked views over the Solway 
Firth. 
 
We will be visiting France next year, which is the 30 th 
anniversary of our twinning association. The dates for 
the visit are July 11th to 15th, so we will be there for 
Bastille Day and, at least in theory, it should be hot and 
sunny. One of my fondest memories of France is of an 
enormous cherry tree laden with those big juicy cherries 
that you don’t get in Scotland; July, I think, is the season 
for cherries, and I’m hoping to see beautiful cerisiers 
again. 
 
I’m always encouraging people to consider participating 
in the visits and to come along to the events we have 
during the year. It’s a great way to meet people and find 
out more about French culture, and if you’re interested 
in learning a bit of French it will help enormously. At the 
moment, we’re putting together a programme of events 
for the winter and spring of next year, starting with a St 
Andrews ‘soup and potluck pudding’ get together in 
Glenriddell Hall in Dunscore on 1st December, kicking 
off at 11.30 am. We also have a conversational French 
coffee group in Penpont café. If you’d like any 
information on the twinning association, you’re more 

than welcome to email me at c.carson@hotmail.co.uk. 
A bientôt, Christine. 
 

Moniaive Horse Show 
Moniaive Horse Show Committee 
 
The annual horse show took place on Sunday 28th July 
on a sunny, warm, dry day. The layout this year had to 
be re-jigged, and, on the whole, it worked very well. We 
had a good number of competitors, both equine and 
canine, and there was plenty for spectators to see and 
enjoy. 
 
There are many thanks to be given and the first is to the 
Wilson family for allowing the show to use the fields. We 
also need to thank all the stewards and helpers as 
without them we could not run the show. The judges all 
did an excellent job, and we hope they enjoyed the day. 
 
The ice cream van did a roaring trade and many thanks 
to Maureen from KPT Trust in Penpont for stepping in at 
short notice to run the burger stall, which she did 
admirably. The judges and stewards enjoyed a delicious 
lunch from Knochenhair Hospitality. 
 
Many thanks also to our sponsors as without them and 
donations we would not have been able to run a show. 
 
The committee should all give each other a pat on the 
back for the hard work in organising and setting up the 
show and then putting everything away again. We have 
had the “Greetin’ Meetin’” and the AGM was held in 
October. 
 
If anyone has been missed it is not because we don’t 
appreciate all the help and support we get and we hope 
we can rely on everyone for many years to come. 
 
Thank You! 
 

  

mailto:c.carson@hotmail.co.uk
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Dunscore SWI Synopsis – 2024-2025 
Gloria Burke 
 
We are a very friendly group with a lot of knowledge 
between us. If you are interested in coming along on a 
visit or to join our Rural please come along to Glenriddell 
Hall. Teas, coffees and light supper provided. Here are 
details of some of the events we’ve held in 2024 and 
some to look forward to in 2025. 
 
2024 
 
September 19th 

 
Crafting with Angela Orro. This was very informative 
and Angela had a great variety of crafts for us. 
Competition: A flower from your garden and something 
you have made in the summer break 
 
October 24th 
 
Pastel Drawing with Julie. We made our own Christmas 
Robin that Julie put onto Christmas cards. 
Competition: Halloween decoration and carved 
pumpkin. 
 
Nov 21st 

 
Open Night: all members prepared food for the supper, 
local entertainment was provided 
 
Dec 19th 

 
Robbie Black, Head Gardener at Drumlanrig Castle 
Competition: wrapped parcel to be donated and 
Christmas bauble. 
 
2025 
 
January 16th 
 
Christmas meal 
Competition: handwritten verse of Rabbie Burns poem. 
 
Feb 20th 
 
Gail MacPheat, Animal Therapist. 
Competition: decorated cupcake and animal ornament. 
 
March 20th 

 
Ruth Jones, Pottery 
Competition: favourite mug, flower arrangement in a 
cup. 
April 17th 

 
Outing. Details tbc. 
 
May 15th 

 
AGM all members  
Food all members taste and try  
 

 

Cairn Valley Community Transport 
Ann Walton 
 
Our scheduled trips to Castle Douglas have run without 
exception in the past few months and we expect this to 
continue in the new year. We will have our first 
scheduled service on Thursday 9th January, leaving 
Moniaive at 11.15am as usual and picking up in 
Dunscore around 15 minutes later. Details of timings at 
other stops can be found on our website. Future 
journeys will be on alternate Thursdays and are listed 
on the village calendar on the Community Council 
Website. The cost is £3.50 for the return trip but as bus 
passes can be used on this service, most passengers 
travel for free. There is no need to book on this route. 
 
We have run a number of successful excursions this 
summer and are planning a final trip of the year to 
Carlisle on Friday 6th December. The bus will be leaving 
Moniaive at 9am and picking up at convenient places 
along the route, including Dunscore approximately 15 
minutes later. Tickets cost £8 and places can be booked 
via bookings@cvct.org.uk or by contacting Kirsten 
during normal office hours, Monday to Friday, on 01387 
820869. At the time of writing, there are only a few 
tickets left and they are selling fast so don’t delay if 
you’re interested in going. We expect to meet at the 
beginning of January to plan our trips for the first part of 
2025 so if you have a particular interest or an idea of 
somewhere that you’d like to visit then do let us know 
and we’ll try to incorporate your wishes. 
 
Some of you may be aware that we operate a service to 
groups local to Moniaive, collecting and returning 

https://www.cvct.org.uk/scheduled-service
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people from weekly meetings or to special events within 
the local boundary. This service was used 51 times in 
2023 to 2024 and was funded through the Glencairn 
Community Council Windfarm Fund. We intend to 
continue this initiative in the coming financial year and 
have received another grant from them which should 
make this possible. This service is not available to 
groups or residents from Dunscore, which is beyond the 
boundary, and we did consider putting a similar bid in to 
Dunscore Community Council in their last round of 
Windfarm Grant applications but decided that the 
groups currently running in the village were reasonably 
self-sufficient. If you think that we could operate a 
scheme in Dunscore, similar to that in Moniaive then 
please do let us know as we’d be happy to put in an 
application. It needn’t be on the scale of Moniaive - their 
use has grown over the years that this scheme has been 
in place - but if one Dunscore group could benefit, it 
would be worth the effort. 
 
The groups in Moniaive who take advantage of the grant 
monies also pay to hire the bus when they want to go 
for longer excursions. Any affiliated group is able to hire 
the minibus, subject to availability and, at the recent 
AGM, we agreed to edit our constitution to extend the 
eligibility of groups able to affiliate from groups based 
entirely within the Cairn Valley to groups who would 
provide benefit to residents of our local area so if say, a 
group in Dumfries was open to membership from 
Dunscore residents, then they would be able to affiliate. 
This means that more groups will be able to hire the 
minibus. 
 
Increased usage will mean that we will have an 
increased need for drivers. Affiliated groups will be 
encouraged to provide their own drivers, but this isn’t 
always possible. If you’re able to support our work by 
driving for us, then please do get in touch. The only 
criterion is that you need to have a D1 on your licence 
as we can’t afford to train people without it. This usually 
means that you are of a ‘certain age’ as you will need to 
have passed your driving test before 1997 for it to have 
been automatically added to your licence. 
 
And finally, we have collaborated a few times with the 
Theatre Royal in Dumfries, transporting people to the 
theatre for particular shows free of charge. Up to now, 
the trips have been to see performances by the Guild of 
Players and have been offered at fairly short notice so 
keep an eye on our Facebook page or website if you 
don’t want to miss these opportunities in the future. 
 

Flying Pig 
Ann Walton 
 
Things are continuing to go well at the Flying Pig, thanks 
to the efforts of many people, all of whom do their bit in 
a variety of different ways. People work behind the bar, 
organise specialist evenings, prepare quizzes, cook 
chips (or more elaborate meals) and, not least, come in 
for a drink. Joe continues to hold the whole thing 
together with everything that he does behind the scenes 
for the pub.  

One of the people who deserves a special mention is 
Raymond Thompson who, since he retired some years 
ago, has come into the pub to clean every week. 
Despite having mobility problems in recent years, he 
hasn’t let that stop him coming in regularly to ensure that 
the pub is a welcoming space for everyone who uses it. 
We are very grateful and thankful for his efforts. He did 
such a good job that he’s been replaced by two new 
volunteers who have stepped into his shoes. 
 
We are looking forward to a busy December which kicks 
off to a roaring start with our ever popular winter 
barbecue on Sunday 1st December. As always, the 
order has gone in to Kilnford for our sausages and 
burgers and there will be vegetarian/vegan options 
available for anyone who prefers them. All being well, 
we’ll have mulled wine and other hot drinks available on 
the day as well. 

 
The following weekend, we’ve got the Xmas quiz on 
Friday 6th December, and we’ll be open from 4.30pm on 
Saturday 7th when Santa comes to Dunscore. It’s often 
quite cold waiting for him to arrive so it’s much warmer 
and often drier waiting in the pub. Mansegate usually 
put on such a feast of mince pies and mulled wine that 
Santa and his helpers sometimes get a little distracted 
and take a while to reach the village. While you wait in 
the pub, there’ll be a colouring competition for the 
children and a Christmas Jumper competition for 
everyone, organised by the community Council. 
 
Friday 20th will be games night (darts, dominoes and 
sometimes more) and then we’ll be open at the usual 
times for the rest of the month with an extra session 
thrown in on Boxing Day afternoon, from 3pm to 6pm – 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61561120073737
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our usual Sunday opening hours. Hogmanay and New 
Year’s day opening times are still to be confirmed. 
 
Whatever the event, we’re here for everyone (and their 
dog(s)) and look forward to seeing you! 
 
 

Craft Club 
Wreath Making Workshop 
Gloria Burke 
 
We’ve had a busy time this autumn, working several 
projects. The latest one was Wreath-making workshop 
on Tuesday evening 19th November. This was in 
Glenriddell hall as we had 18 people. Unfortunately, the 
pub was not large enough for all the bags and materials 
we needed. 
 
We had 18 people attend and everyone really enjoyed 
making them, had a lot of laughs and Pauline Martynuik 
did a great job helping everyone.  
 
We are also putting up our nativity scene again this year. 
It will be next to the Christmas tree that Peter puts up at 
the roundabout. 

Next year’s schedule includes making poppies for the 
war memorial; we have already started on them. This 
idea was Diane’s and we are hoping that other crafters 
in the village would like to help with this. We are also 
including purple poppies for the fallen animals to 
remember their very important part in the wars. 
 

 

 

Farming 
 

Fardingjames 
Claire Henderson 
 
The winter routine is upon us at Fardingjames and most 
of our stock has been brought inside. Faye and Lucy 
enjoyed helping their dad with morning milkings 
throughout the October holidays and are beginning to 
gain independence with some regular jobs. They also 
rescued a newborn kitten who they named Magic. They 
nursed him back to health, assisted with hand rearing 
and managed the 3 hourly night feeds. Stuart got a new 
collie pup for the farm and Bingo is her name! Hopefully, 
she will be trained up for spring time and be a good help 
during lambing season. Stuart is also eagerly awaiting 
the arrival of his second child so there will be lots of 
exciting new additions to the team. 
 
Faye and Lucy were delighted when their cats Popcorn 
and Oreo won joint 1st and 2nd place at Dunscore Gala 
pet show, not forgetting the 1st place for the classroom 
stick insects, which we cared for during the summer 
holidays. We attempted to take the pet lamb Bella to the 
show; however, she was having none of it and escaped 
out of the trailer halfway there! 
 
Our milking cows are now permanently inside, enjoying 
their comfy new shed and loving it. We’ve since 
extended the shed, allowing side pens for sick cows, 
freshly calved cows and a bull pen, introducing sand 
bedding for the bulls. Our Angus bull Kaleb joined the 

herd at the beginning of the year and a few days ago we 
welcomed his first calf. 
 
Ross and Stuart have converted the old parlour into a 
new calving box, with the addition of two cameras. This 
will allow them to keep an eye on cows calving through 
the night and when they are offsite. We now have a farm 
monitoring system called cow manager. This tracks all 
cows’ fertility, health and nutrition by keeping an eye on 
their rumination and activity and has been a great 
investment. We also now have a ‘Bobman’ to use for 
ease of sawdusting cow cubicle beds which has been a 
big hit with the kids (and staff!) 
 
Early November saw the tups out to grass to ensure the 
arrival of newborn lambs come April. Fingers crossed 
for a dry spring. 
 
In October, we hosted a RHET farm visit where we 
welcomed P4/5 from Holywood Primary. They loved 
seeing the animals, watching the cows being milked and 
having a go sitting in the tractor. Lucy also enjoyed it as 
she got to skive school for a couple of hours, eager to 
show them round. They were so inquisitive and had lots 
of thought provoking questions for Ross, especially 
ones about how cows get in calf! Opportunities like the 
RHET visits are crucial in order to teach children where 
the food on their plate comes from and to give them an 
insight into how farming works, reminding us of the 
ongoing importance of agriculture.
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Local Charities 
 

Farmersfield Rest-home for Elderly 
Donkeys 
Iraina McGroarty 
 
I thought it might be of interest for people to find out 
what else we do at FRED, perhaps to learn a bit about 
Animals Supporting People at FRED and to decide if 
they might want to be involved.  
 
Animals Supporting People at FRED is the not for profit 
Community Interest Company (CIC) that we run 
alongside the SCIO Charity, Farmersfield Rest home for 
Elderly Donkeys (FRED), with the purpose of providing 
Animal Assisted Therapy for anyone having a hard time, 
and we have done so since 2017.  
 
As a family, our professional backgrounds have been 
embedded in mental health, health and in social work. 
We love animals and believe in the power of animals to 
help people feel better about themselves, regardless of 
what issue they might be facing. It seemed a no-brainer 
to bring together our interest in social justice and our 
rescued animals and so Animal Assisted Therapy came 
to Farmersfield. 
 
We support Unpaid Carers, Autistic people, people with 
Intellectual Disabilities, people experiencing gender 
dysphoria, marginalised people, people discriminated 
against, members of LGBT Plus community, people 
experiencing mental ill health, people who are lonely 
and feel isolated, refugees - anyone who needs a little 
bit more support to build confidence and feel good about 
themselves. Pretty much anyone and everyone. 

 
We have donkeys, ponies, sheep, tortoises, hens, 
geese, cats and dogs that make life brighter for people. 
Animals are not judgemental. They don’t care whether 
you are rich or poor, neurodivergent or neurotypical, old 
or young, have a history of trauma and abuse, are 

transgender or have dementia, are stressed to breaking 
point, feel lost, rejected or that you don’t fit in. Animals, 
and especially donkeys, seem to really tune in to people 
who are struggling. They naturally tend to gravitate 
towards people who need them even if the reason for 
that need is not altogether obvious.  
 
At FRED, the donkeys, and all the animals, are very 
much equal partners in the therapeutic process. We 
tend to go into the fields to meet the bigger animals 
rather than bringing them out to work with people. This 
is to ensure that, as partners, they have an active choice 
in whether they want to be around people or not. Many 
of the donkeys and ponies have had very difficult 
previous lives and it is really important that they get the 
respect they deserve and that means they are entitled 
to say no. Not using head collars or ropes allows them 
that choice and keeps the interaction authentic. This is 
when the magic happens. 
 
So what does happen when people come to FRED? We 
try to have a list of activities for the day and essentially 
people choose what they want to do. The jobs vary with 
the seasons and might include brushing donkeys, 
cuddling donkeys, mucking out stables, preparing 
feeds, cuddling cats, walking dogs, painting stables, 
planting trees, repairs and maintenance, bathing 
tortoises, working with ponies, clapping the sheep, 
pulling ragwort etc. But we always have time for a chat 
and a cuppa.  
 
Sometimes everyone comes together for a big project 
and this year it was Farmersfield does Moniaive Horse 
Show. Months of preparation went into getting two old, 
hairy mini Shetland ponies show-ready. Lorna 
Jamieson, who will be well known by many readers as 
one of the foremost experts on Shetland ponies, guided 
the efforts. People came together and everyone did 
what they were able to do in the months and weeks 
before the show. Some washed the ponies to within an 
inch of their lives, some walked them on the roads to 
build muscle, others cleaned borrowed in-hand show 
tack, others encouraged their peers with kind words, 
and on the day itself over 20 people from FRED 
supported the ponies and their young handlers on what 
was a very, very proud moment for all of us. The ponies 
came last in every single class they entered and our 
young handlers sincerely congratulated the winners, 
while knowing the best ponies were coming home to 
FRED. 
 
We get some grant funding from Holywood Trust, the 
Communities Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund, the 
Carers’ Act Fund and from Self Directed Support and we 
work pro bono. If you or someone you know might 
benefit from Animals Supporting People at FRED you 
are very welcome to come and have a chat with us. As 
always, my number is 07852447076.  
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Nature 
Deer Management 

An interview with Martin Phipps by Gail 

Renaud 
 

Did you know that there are approximately 23 roe deer 
living around Dunscore? One of the pleasures of 
walking around the village is encountering these 
beautiful, shy creatures. Local deer enthusiast Martin 
Phipps is a fount of information on all things deer and 
we’ll be picking his brains for some articles about roe 
and other deer species in the next few issues of the 
Digest. To start with, I spoke to Martin about his interest 
in deer and his deer management work.* 
 
How did you become interested in deer? 
 
From a very early age, my parents had a village shop 
and they weren’t always able to give me a good school 
holiday so I was sent away to my grandparents to while 
away the six weeks of summer break and it was then 
that I started getting interested in deer. 
 
My grandfather was a great influence in my life. He was 
an underkeeper for Lullingstone Estate in Kent, which 
was quite a large estate, and then he left as a young 
man and became a gardener for Constance Spry where 
my grandmother was a head cook. They met and, 
because you weren’t allowed in service to be married in 
the early ‘30s, they moved out of Constant Spry’s 
employment and moved on to a nursery, growing plants. 
I was left to wander the fields and what was left of the 
Lullingstone Park, which was by then a golf course. I 
think my first encounter with deer was a bit macabre I’m 
afraid, when they’d been combining the field below the 
nursery and the combine driver said that unfortunately 
he’d seen a young fallow kid go through the combine. I 
would have been about 7 or 8 years old and I don’t know 
why but I wanted to look for this thing I’d been told about 
but I never did find it.  
 
The next introduction I had was my grandmother telling 
me to look out of the window, quick, as there was a herd 
of deer running across the field over from the nursery. 
Then there was the Out of Town programme with Jack 
Hargreaves doing an article on roe deer and the Deer 
Man. That would have been about 1975 or ‘76 and I 
remember that very clearly. My mother’s goddaughter’s 
uncle was quite a famous naturalist and he wrote one or 
two books and I remember seeing him on Jack 
Hargreaves and he was talking of deer in the New 
Forest, so really my interest gained from that. I 
remember starting work as a young man on a fruit farm 
in Kent and push-biking home to the village and I had 
three deer cross the road in front of me and my interest 
just grew and grew and grew. We came north not having 
any children or any ties and I knew I wanted to come up 
for the deer and that’s what we did.  
 

I think roe deer are my favourite deer. They are the 
natural deer of Britain, whereas the red deer came 
across the land bridge [from Europe at the end of the 
ice age]. Roe are a very secret species. They are called 
the fairy of the woods and they can disappear just like 
that. Modern technology has allowed us to use thermal 
imaging so we can find them more easily to see what 
they are doing. 
 
What does deer management involve? 
 
[With no natural predators remaining], roe deer 
populations increase by 30% per year, so need to be 
controlled. Damage is a problem with roe deer. They do 
damage forestry quite heavily as they are browsers. 
They will scrape at the bottom of trees and also fray the 
tree as it’s growing, taking the bark off and allowing 
disease to get in. [They may also damage winter crops 
and cause accidents on roads.] 

 
Deer management involves population dynamics, 
surveys, dung counting, identifying damage to 
woodland and woodland habitat impact assessments. 
There are deer management qualifications: Level 1 is 
the starting point; Level 2 is a witnessed stalk by an 
approved witness who reports to Deer Management 
Qualifications and there’s a bank of questions; then 
there is the Advanced Deer Management Course, which 
I have done. I think it is a very important course as it 
teaches young, up-and-coming stalkers what to do and 
how to do it. They go through the diseases and how to 
inspect the carcass before you are given a hunter’s 
number which means you are a trained hunter and can 
put carcasses in to the game dealer because you’ve 
inspected them properly. The venison can be given 
away or sold in very small quantities until you become a 
venison dealer in Scotland who must be registered with 
the council. There are also smaller courses: the wild 
boar course is advisable as there are wild boar in 
Dumfries and Galloway.  
 
My qualifications as a deer manager are: Deer 
Management Qualifications Deer Stalking Certificate 
Level 1 & 2, Wild Boar Certificate Level 1, LANTRA/BDS 
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Advanced Deer Management Certificate, LANTRA 
Humane Dispatch and LANTRA Sit-Astride ATV. 
 
What do you look for when you inspect the carcass? 
 
Inspection of the carcass has to include the 5 sets of 
lymph nodes to see if there is any disease in the carcass 
before it goes into the food chain. Deer diseases are the 
same as for most cloven hoofed animals. For foot and 
mouth, we have to check in between the cleaves and 
under the lips that there are no blisters and sores and if 
there is anything found it then has to be reported. We 
are quite concerned about the blue tongue in the 
country at the moment – that’s moving up the eastern 
coast and has moved across, there’s been one in 
Cumbria recently. Deer also can get anthrax – we’ve 
never had an anthrax case in Britain as such, but we 
have to report anything unusual. Lumps, abscesses or 
hardened areas in the lungs can indicate TB. 
 
How do you decide which deer to cull? 
 
The aims of deer management are to minimise stress 
and to maintain a stable and healthy herd. A buck that 
is past his best, his teeth will be worn. You can tell by 
the antlers how old they are. You can tell from the slope 
of their back and the hindquarters. A young deer will be 
reasonably straight whereas an old deer, you can see 
she is old, so that’s a good one to take out. Sometimes 
you’ll get younger deer with a very good head [of 
antlers], so you try to leave them because you expect it 
to come on and pass its genes on, through breeding. 
 
How much time do you spend on deer 
management? 
 
I would think probably at certain times of year, deer 
management takes up most of my time. High Auldgirth 
is one of the areas that I look after, which is a forest 
recreation scheme but I’ve got probably 8-10 areas in 
total, some local and some further afield from 
Portpatrick to Eskdalemuir. 
 
Do you get paid for deer management? 
 
We have to pay for the privilege but things are changing 
and the Lowland Deer Commission and Scottish Natural 
Heritage are starting to pay stalkers in the central belt 
where numbers are growing too much. There are grants 
available as well for larders [where the venison can be 
processed] to be placed. If you’ve got a reasonable 
larder, then people can use it for a cost, especially 
visiting stalkers to the area. 
 
Martin also wanted to mention that he works with 
and supports the Gamekeepers’ Welfare Trust. 
 
Gamekeepers often still live in isolated areas in tied 
accommodation with no security of tenure. The 
Gamekeepers’ Welfare Trust is a charitable 
organisation which provides support to gamekeepers, 
stalkers, ghillies and their dependents with housing, 
employment and retirement and provides grants for ill 

health or disability and for young people wanting to 
become gamekeepers. 

 
Martin delivering coal to Johnny Scott (Sir Walter John 
Scott, Bt), presenter of the BBC2 series Clarissa and 
the Countryman with Clarissa Dickson Wright and 
president of the Gamekeepers’ Welfare Trust 
 
* Text in square brackets added from other parts of our 
conversation or from the literature Martin gave me 
 

Rooks in Dunscore 
Colin Mitchell 
 
I am sure that most folk living in Dunscore are aware of 
the rooks that nest and roost in the trees near Dalgonar 
and other areas of woodland. 
 
A rook is a member of the crow family and feeds, mainly, 
on the ground by using its large beak to dig into the soil 
for worms and grubs. It is different from other crows 
because it has a large beak without a covering of 
feathers. The crow family also includes carrion crow, 
raven, jackdaw, magpie, chough and jay. 
 
In 1910, Hugh Gladstone published “Birds of 
Dumfriesshire” in which he mapped the rookeries of 
Dumfriesshire. 
 
A local birdwatcher, Derek Skilling carried on these 
counts. 
 
Dunscore was very famous for the rookery that was 
situated in the trees at Dalgonar. A national survey of 
1971 reported a nightly flock of 10,000 roosting there. 
This made Dunscore nationally famous. It was stated 
that: “any rook man is obliged to visit Dumfriesshire” 
 
SOME DALGONAR NEST COUNTS 
 

Year 1908 1921 1963 1973 1993 

Rooks’ nests 175 250 683 308 559 

 
The trees behind Greenwell where many rooks built 
their nests have been felled and smaller rookeries have 
been built on other trees in the area, including at 
Throughgate and at Mosside. 
 
In January 2005, Mark Cocker, the author of “Crow 
Country” drove from Norfolk to Dunscore to see the 
rookery. He sat on the top of Crawston Hill to watch but 
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the weather was awful and he eventually moved to 
Dunscore to see the rooks. 

 
Robert Burns would have seen many rooks and 
mentions them in his poem –  
 
The Cottar’s Saturday Night: 
 
November chill blaws loud wi’ angry sugh; 
The short’ning winter day is near a close; 
The miry beasts retreating from the pleugh; 
The black’ning trains o’ craws to their repose: 
The toil - worn Cotter frae his labour goes 
 
The rooks still gather in big numbers at sunset before 
noisily flying to roost in local trees. If you get the chance, 
stand (or sit in a car!) in the church car park or nearby 
at dusk and watch the spectacle of our local rooks 
gathering before flying to their roost. It is a magical sight! 
 

Sensational Seagrass 
Morag Walker 
SCAMP Project Officer, Solway Firth Partnership 
 
The Solway Coast and Marine Project (SCAMP) aims to 
protect and enhance vital habitats along the North 
Solway Coast, including seagrass beds. These hidden 
gems of coastal ecosystems offer significant benefits, 
including carbon sequestration, biodiversity 
enhancement, and coastal protection. Despite their 
importance, seagrass populations face serious threats 
due to limited research and historical losses. 
 
At first glance, the green strands scattered on the sandy 
shores of the Solway may go unnoticed. However, these 
remarkable plants truly flourish when submerged. They 
are unique not only for their ecological roles but also 
because they are the only known flowering plants to 
bloom beneath the waves. They thrive on sandy 
seabeds in shallow waters, where they receive plenty of 
sunlight essential for photosynthesis. They are typically 
found in sheltered areas like estuaries, bays and inlets, 
where calm conditions support their growth and stability. 
 
The Solway Firth is home to two types of seagrass: 
Zostera marina (common eelgrass) and the smaller 
Zostera noltei (dwarf eelgrass). Both species can be 
found in the intertidal zone, where the water level 
fluctuates, and in the subtidal zone, where they remain 
permanently submerged. However, dwarf eelgrass is 
more commonly seen closer to the shore. What makes 

these seagrasses particularly fascinating is how they 
adapt to their specific environments, developing unique 
traits depending on their location. This variability made 
identification challenging, and for a long time, it was 
believed that additional species might exist. Recent 
genetic testing has also revealed that both species of 
seagrass in the Solway Firth are genetically distinct, 
making them unique to the area. 
 
Seagrass beds are vital for coastal ecosystems, 
providing a range of invaluable services that shape the 
health of our shorelines. They act as natural coastal 
defenders reducing wave force, preventing erosion, and 
stabilising sediments, whilst facilitating the formation of 
saltmarshes. Additionally, seagrasses function as 
natural water filters, cleansing the waters along our 
coasts. 
 
In the Solway Firth, where vast stretches of sand and 
mudflats dominate, seagrasses add structural diversity. 
These underwater seagrass beds support a dazzling 
array of marine life, providing food, shelter, and nursery 
grounds for countless invertebrates and fish. As well as 
serving as crucial feeding grounds for migratory and 
overwintering wildfowl, with their leaves, seeds, and 
rhizomes providing sustenance. 

 
Furthermore, seagrasses are now drawing attention for 
their carbon-capturing abilities. Their role in mitigating 
climate change could be significant, though further 
research is needed to fully understand how different 
seagrass species across northwest Europe contribute 
to this important process. 
 
However, the global story of seagrass beds is one of 
alarming decline. Exploitation of coastal zones has led 
to substantial losses. Around the UK’s coastline alone, 
as much as 92% of seagrass may have disappeared 
since the early 1930s. Conserving these ecosystems is, 
however, challenging. Seagrass populations remain 
poorly understood due to insufficient distribution 
mapping, a lack of knowledge about their main 
pathogen, and limited insight into the natural factors that 
drive population fluctuations. Improving data on 
seagrass distribution is crucial for informing effective 
conservation strategies and protecting these critical 
ecosystems 
 
In future editions of the Dunscore Digest, you'll learn 
more about SCAMP, the habitats we’re working to 
enhance and protect, what we've accomplished so far, 
our upcoming plans, and how you can get involved.
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Dunscore Digest 
December events 

 
 
Sun 1st  10am  Church   HOPE: Morning Worship & cuppa 
  11.30am  Glenriddell Hall  Auld Alliance St Andrew’s Soup and Potluck pudding  

2.30pm  Flying Pig  Winter Barbecue 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mon 2nd 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Tues 3rd  
---- 
Weds 4th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Thurs 5th   11.15am  Moniaive   CVCT trip to CD (picking up in Dunscore 15 mins later) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fri 6th  9am  Moniaive   CVCT trip to Carlisle (Dunscore 15 mins later) 

8pm  Flying Pig  Christmas Quiz 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 
Sat 7th  3pm – 5pm Church   Fairtrade Christmas Fair 
  5.30pm  Various   Santa comes to Throughgate, Mansegate and Dunscore 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Sun 8th  10am  Church   LOVE: ALL Together … NOW! for all ages 
  7pm  Church   LOVE: Prayer & Reflection 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Mon 9th 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Tues 10th  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Weds 11th 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Thurs 12th 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Fri 13th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Sat 14th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Sun 15th   10am  Church   JOY: Morning Worship & cuppa 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Mon 16th  7.30pm  Flying Pig  Community Council meeting 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Tues 17th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Weds 18th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Thurs 19th  11.15am  Moniaive   CVCT trip to CD (picking up in Dunscore 15 mins later) 

7pm   Pub Car Park  Carol singing (inside the pub if it’s wet) 
7.30pm  Glenriddell Hall  SWI - Robbie Black, Head gardener at Drumlanrig Castle 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Fri 20th  8pm  Flying Pig  Games night 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Sat 21st 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Sun 22nd 10am   Church   PEACE: Carol Service with ad hoc Orchestra & cuppa 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Mon 23rd 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Tues 24th   4pm  Church   CHRISTINGLE for all ages 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Weds 25th  10.30am  Church   CHRISTMAS DAY Family Worship 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Thurs 26th  3pm  Flying Pig  Extra opening 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Fri 27th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Sat 28th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Sun 29th  10.30am   St Ninians, Moniaive Joint Worship 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Mon 30th 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Sun 31st  TBC  Flying Pig  Hogmanay celebrations 
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To read the latest edition of 
the Dunscore Digest, scan 
the QR code below: 


