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Church

Advent darkness ... Christmas light ...
Musings from the Manse ...
Rev Mark Smith

This year Advent started in November ... but that didn’t
give us any longer to get ready for Christmas! Or did it!?
If we're honest, we never feel ready for Christmas and
as the dark nights of Advent march on, we wonder if
we'll ever see the light again!

As always, there will be plenty of celebrations in Church
and Community. Chances to push back the dark and
bring some light and joy into the gloom. Don’t miss out.

In Church, we have a wide variety (understatement) of
events and services coming up this Advent.

Four Candles mark the passing of the season. Carols
aplenty test the lungs and voices. Craft with fruit tells a
tale. Piano, organ and orchestra lead the way. Or we
can go a cappella by the brazier (or in the pub). Quieter
thoughts fill the air, too. We meet the characters of the
Nativity and hear the familiar, comforting story.
Something for everyone.

That’s exactly what Christmas is all about ... something
or, should | say, someone for everybody.
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Christmas is the most inclusive time of year. A gift sent
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from heaven for ALL. No exceptions, no
disqualifications, no barriers, no pre-entitlements,
nothing but LOVE!

That's exactly what we all want for Christmas.
That's exactly what God gave at Christmas.
So why not open the most desired present of all?

Why not unwrap what God has done for you through
that first Christmas?

An inn-keeper found a way. Rough-and-ready
shepherds rushed to see. Wise Magi from a distant
culture ventured to find the new thing that God was
doing. What God is still doing today.

Try Posada (hosting May and Joseph on their journey).
Hear the Nativity Who’s Who. Test yourself at the
Christmas Quiz Night (I promise to make it easy!). Sing
for your supper (or beers). Find last minute, locally
crafted, gifts. Make your own Christingle. Have a quiet
moment in the busyness. Share the hope, peace, joy
and love of Advent and Christmas.

Whether you’re a cautious tape-peeler, a wrapping-
paper saver, a rip-it-apart-er, come along to find out for
yourself what the greatest gift could mean for you. Let
the story, the carols, the drama, stir you as you find it for
yourself — the greatest Gift of all.

DECEMBER CHURCH DIARY

Fri 5" - 8 pm
Christmas Quiz in the Flying Pig with Rev
Mark!!

Sat 6 - 3-5 pm
Fairtrade Christmas Market
followed by visit of Santa to the village

Sun 71 - 11.30 am
Morning Worship

Fri 121 - 7.30 pm
A Nativity Who’s Who Dramatic Reading

Sat 13™ - from 10.30 am
Coffee Morning at St Ninian’s, Moniaive

Sun 14%-10.30 am
ALL Together ... NOW!
Christmas Celebration

Sun 14" -7 pm
Evening Worship Quiet in the Madness

Thu 18" -7 pm
Carol Singing at the Flying Pig

Sat 20"- 3 pm
Cairn Chorus Christmas Concert

Sun 21%t-11.30 am
Carol Service with the
Dunscore Ad Hoc Orchestra

Wed 24" CHRISTMAS EVE - 4 pm
Christingle Together

Thu 25" CHRISTMAS DAY - 10.30 am
Family Worship in St Ninian’s, Moniaive

Sun 28" - 11.30 am
Morning Worship

May God Bless you.

ALL Together ... NOW!
... songs, drama, activities and a cuppa for all ages!

KiKs (Kids in the Kirk)
. school-age children learning and sharing about
Jesus and faith during the service

ALL ARE WELCOME
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A Nativity Who’s Who
Kath Aitken

"A Nativity Who's Who" is a lovely wee book written last
year by well known, previous Dunscore Church minister
Christine Sime. It is a telling of the Christmas story and
poses some contemporary questions. The narration will
last approximately one hour.

"YOU ARE INVITED TO A SEASONAL
READING OF THE CHRISTINE SIME BOOK

A NATIVITY
WHO'S WHO

FRIDAY

12

DECEMBER
7:30 PM FOR

A LIGHTHEARTED CONVERSATION
INVOLVING THE MAIN CHARACTERS
OF THE NATIVITY AND READ BY TIM
HARMER, PAM MITCHELL, BRIAN
JOHNSTONE AND KATH AITKEN.

SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES.
MULLED WINE / JUICE AVAILABLE

THIS IS A FREE EVENT BUT DONATIONS
WILL BE WELCOMED FOR THE CHURCH
AND EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

REGISTERED SCOTTISH CHARITY SC016060, CONGREGATION NUMBER 080454

Church Carol Singing
Kath Aitken

Carol singing will be in the pub car park round the
brazier or inside the pub if the weather is poor on
Thursday, December 18th at 7 pm.

Dunscore Christmas Orchestra
Caroline Waugh and Sarah McConnel

One of my favourite church services of the year is the
Christmas carol service with the orchestra. It is a truly
special occasion, blending tradition with the joy of live
music.

The service itself follows the familiar pattern of a
traditional carol service, but what makes it unique is the
orchestra. For over 30 years, around 20 local people
have been gathering to play together specially for this
occasion. There are school-children, enthusiastic
amateurs and those who dust down their instrument just

for this festive moment. Yet all contribute to the
wonderful sound that fills the church.

We wish

wewish W ol :
youa -
I Merry Christmas! “ Merry Chris Y

On the morning of the service, the orchestra meets for
a short rehearsal. Thanks to the organisation of Sarah
McConnel, who contacts the musicians, and under the
direction of conductor Roger Marsh, the players are
ready to perform. | can't wait to be part of it again.

This year’s service will take place at 11:30 a.m. on
Sunday 21st December.

* *
*
o

Bright Stars
| rising
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* Friday 19™ December 7.30pm Thomas Tosh, Thornhill

o Saturday 20" December 4.00pm Dunscore Parish
Church

e Saturday 3" January 3.00pm Keir Village Hall, Keir

o Saturday 3 January 7.30pm Glencairn Memorial

Institute, Moniaive

Tickets: £10 adults; £5 under 26's; Free for
under 13's

Booking online via
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/cairn-chorus,
click on the QR code or buy on the door.

Info@cairnchorus.co.uk www.cairnchorus.co.uk




Connect
Tim Harmer

The Connect group is a weekly Bible study group that
meets in the church or at the homes of members on
Thursday evenings at 7.30pm. After the summer break,
we devised a short course on the issues of the day and
how we seek a Christian viewpoint on them. We
discussed Atrtificial Intelligence, Israel, Palestine and
God’s people, and Immigration. We found the
preparation hard work but the discussions fruitful and
rewarding. At the time of writing, we are following a short
course of Biblical reflections on Advent entitled
‘Journeying through Advent.” Contact Mark or myself if
you would like to join in.

KiKs - Kids in Kirk

Tim Harmer

KiKs, our church children’s group, is a group for primary
school-age children to help them explore the Christian
faith and is held every 4" Sunday morning in the church.
The youngsters leave the main church worship for a
separate meeting for their own age-appropriate
activities. They return to the main worship after the
sermon to explain what they have been working on.
Since the summer break, the children have enjoyed
sessions on treasuring generosity, where they were
thinking about how wanting more and more money can
cause people to be selfish and do bad things in order to
get more money. But one can have a great life if you live
for God and are happy with the things you have. In the
October session, they looked at how God wants us all
to live a good life with Him at the centre of it.

Prayer Blankets
Debbie Smith
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Prayer blankets are one practical way of giving comfort
at a time of need: warmth, protection, shelter for those
in distress. At Dunscore Church we make (knit, crochet,
sew) these simple symbols of love, so that they can be
available to pass on to friends, neighbours or family in
times of need. They carry a simple message of
reassurance that the recipient is not forgotten or alone
— so important to know at any difficult time in life. These
blankets are available at the back of the church for
anyone to take for anyone. No qualifications necessary!

PS Anyone can make a 6” square (or whole blanket 6
squares by 5). If you want to help create one pick up a
guide sheet in the church or contact Debbie Smith at the
Manse.

Children

Dunscore Pre-school News
Caroline Waugh

As the year draws towards its festive close, Dunscore
Pre-school has enjoyed two busy and joyful terms filled
with learning, laughter, and community spirit.

A Fresh Start in August E"

We returned after the summer break to a pre-school that
had been freshly painted, giving the children a bright
and welcoming space to begin their adventures. Our
first topic was “All About Me,” where the children
explored their families, themselves, and what makes
each of us special. Activities included measuring,
thinking about how to keep ourselves healthy, and
celebrating the unique qualities that make every child
shine.

September Adventures

In September, the children had a wonderful outing to the
Donkey Sanctuary. Meeting the donkeys was a
highlight, and the visit helped the children learn about
caring for animals and the importance of kindness and
responsibility.

Q
October Visitors

October was a month of visitors and new ideas. We
welcomed the Fairtrade group, who helped the children
understand how everyday choices can make a
difference to people around the world. Later in the
month, Rev. Mark Smith joined us to talk about harvest.



+
Looking Ahead to Christmas E

Now, as December approaches, excitement is building
for our Christmas celebrations. Plans are underway for
a festive party, a special Christmas lunch, and of course,
the much-anticipated Christmas play.

Dunscore Toddler Group
Laura Heron

Dunscore Baby and Toddler Group currently runs on the
first Friday of the month from 10 - 11.30 am at the pre-
school. We are very lucky to have the full use of the pre-
school and its facilities. There are two rooms, one with
a climbing frame, a sand pit and plenty of toys for babies
and toddlers.

Currently, we are asking £2 towards snacks for the
children over 6 months old. Teas and coffees are
provided for the adults.

We are always excited for new faces to come along.
Everyone is very welcome. We currently have a
Facebook group where we post updates about the
group so if you are on Facebook, please join Dunscore
Toddler Group. If you know anyone who might like to
come along, please spread the word!

Dunscore Primary Story Book
Samson (aged 10)

In September, all of the kids at Dunscore Primary had to
draw scenes to go along with a story my mum wrote.
Now we’ve turned them into a real book!

They arrived from the printers this week and they look
very professional. We’re going to sell them to raise

funds for the Parent Council at the Christmas Family
Fun night on the 28th of November.

At school, we split into pairs and each had to plan and
draw a picture that matched a part of the story.
Everyone got to take part and it was cool to see all of
the different artistic styles everyone used.

My mum took all the drawings and arranged them with
the words with the help of Maddy, who is a graphic
designer. A lot of work goes into laying out a book for
print but Maddy makes it look so easy. After we sent the
files to the printer, they sent back a digital version of the
book for us to check. This is called a proof. This gives
us a chance to look for spelling mistakes or to check that
you can read all of the words properly and that all of the
pictures are in the right place before they print it on
paper.

It took about 3 weeks for the printer to make them and
to post them out and | can’t believe we’ve got real books
like you'd find in a shop to sell at our event.

The story is about how Dunscore Primary Saves the
Gala and it includes lots of the community groups in the
area so it would make a great gift for anyone living in
Dunscore. Get them while you can, as there are only
150 copies and we think they’ll sell very fast. They will
cost £7 and all of the money raised will go to the Parent
Council fund that helps pay for things like school trips.




Since Murdo and Gregor's mum owns the bookshop,
Chapters, in Thornhill, she has also offered to sell them
there for us. It feels like the kids of Dunscore are going
to be famous.

If we do another story next year, we’re going to have a
go at writing the story ourselves so we can be
professional authors as well as illustrators. Maybe, one
day there will be a whole Dunscore Primary School book
series, so don’t miss your chance to get hold of our first
ever one. It might be worth a lot of money one day!

Community

Community Council
Carrie McFadzean (chairperson)

On 2nd November, we held our annual community
bonfire event. We saw a record number of visitors this
year! A phenomenal 922 people were counted coming
through the gates of our local park.

The evening was a huge success thanks to our army of
volunteers who gave up their own time and even loaned
us some of their own equipment to give us this brilliant
event. A huge thank you to every single person involved.
We have had some amazing feedback and we are so
lucky that we are able to host such an event. It was an
outstanding achievement all round. Here’s to next year!!

Our next event is our Christmas Santa Run. He is
planning to fly around our area on Saturday, 6th
December, starting at 6 pm. You all know the route by
now but keep an eye on our social media for all up-to-

date information to follow Santa’s journey. You might
just get to meet the Main Man himself and possibly get
a treat from the elves!

As the year draws to a close, we would like to remind
you of our upcoming meetings that are held every 6
weeks on Monday nights at 7.30pm, usually in the
Flying Pig.

Into the new year, we have a special meeting taking
place dedicated to the recent wind farm applications
that are being proposed for our area. For any members
of the community who would like to attend this meeting
to air views for or against or who just want to collate
more information on the proposed plans, this will take
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place in the Glenriddell Hall on Monday, 12th January at
7.30 pm.

A big reminder that everyone is welcome to attend our
meetings.

I'd like to wish our whole community a very merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. Cheers to 2026!

Community Council Resilience Plan:
Supporting Our Community in Times of Need

Our Community Council is committed to
ensuring the safety, wellbeing, and resilience of
everyone who lives in our area. As part of our
ongoing Resilience Plan, we want to remind
residents that designated spaces and essential
resources are available in the event of an
emergency. These facilities are prepared to offer
shelter, support, and practical assistance
whenever unexpected situations arise.

Community resilience is strongest when we look
out for one another. If you know someone who
may be vulnerable, isolated, or in need of
additional support, we encourage you to reach
out. Likewise, if you yourself are in need, please
do not hesitate to contact the Community
Council. We are here to help and can work with
you confidentially to ensure you receive the
assistance you require.

For further information or to report a concern,
please contact the Community Council.

Flying Pig
Ann Walton

As always, December is going to be a busy time in the
pub. As well as our annual Winter Bbarbecue on 14th
December, we will be opening for additional sessions on
Boxing Day from 3pm to 6pm and New Year’s Day from
3pm for as long as it takes...

The downside is that we won’t be open on Christmas
Day or for Hogmanay. Volunteers who would normally
open the pub are at parties elsewhere in the village so,
if you're desperate for a drink on New Year’s Eeve, get
yourself invited to one of those parties!

Going into 2026, as always, there won’t be a quiz on the
first Friday as it’'s only 2nd January, so we’ll give that a
miss. We’'ll have games night as usual on the third

Friday of the month, 16th January, with the usual darts
and dominoes knock out competitions.

We look forward to welcoming you in the pub in 2026.
I's a valuable community asset and we couldn’t
manage without your continued support, either
socialising in there or performing the myriad of tasks
necessary to keep the place afloat. A big shout out to all
the people that help to make this happen, and to Joe in
particular, who really does put the hours in behind the
scenes.

December 14th at 2:30pm}

Get the celebrations off to a great start at your |

local community Pub. |
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Halloween in Dunscore

A conversation overheard between Donald,
Fergus, Ellen and Sam

Can you guess who said what?

“l was a skeleton zombie and my joke was: ‘Why did the
chicken cross the road? Because he turned into a
skeleton! | had to say it at Carol’s house.”

“I had two jokes: ‘Why did the skeleton feel left out?
Because he had no body to play with!

And then my other one was, ‘What's a skeleton's
favourite instrument? The trom-bone!’

| was a green dragon going around with a mask, wings
and big, puffed-up muscles. Around my chest area, |



had, like, foamy stuff in it, which made it look like | had
huge muscles. | had an 8-pack on there! And then | had
puffy muscles around my shoulders.”

“Yeah. And then Adah was the cactus. | was a monkey
and my joke was, ‘What happens when the monkey eats
too many bananas? It has a banana ache!”

“Fergus didn't need a joke because his mum had this
cool prank thing. So it basically looks like a Pringle tub
but actually, when you open it, it's not a Pringle tub at
all, it's a surprise spring thing. When you open the
Pringle lid, a big spring thing pops out right at you.”

“‘My costume was Rumi from K-Pop Demon Hunters. |
had a thousand sweets!”

“I went every single house that had sweets in Dunscore.
| had so many sweets that | had to use my emergency
backup bag!”

“Carol’'s house had a ghost and a telephone you were
supposed to answer. It said, ‘Come with me! | know who
you are - don’t hang up on me!’

And the house next to Carol's house had the Doorbell
of Doom! It made some weird noises and then there was
a smoke machine behind the pumpkin. So when you
pressed the Doorbell of Doom, it made some spooky
noises and then two people came out: one of them had
an Egyptian mummy mask and the other one had a
plague doctor mask.”

“Halloween is my favourite time of year - | mean
Christmas - but then it goes my birthday, then
Halloween.”

Fairtrade
Matthew Aitken

Dunscore Fairtrade Village is not something that has
just happened. Nor is it a flash in the pan!

A photo came up recently on my Facebook “Memories”
section which reminded me how we have been an active
Fairtrade village for very many years — promoting how
buying Fairtrade can transform lives in the Global
South.

The photo was taken during our participation in a
national event in 2010 — some 15 years ago. We were
asked if we could gather a few cyclists to join in a
celebration of the 500" Fairtrade Town. The idea was
for there to be a cycling relay passing a baton from
Aberfeldy (jointly the first Fairtrade Town in Scotland) all
the way to Cardiff (capital city of Wales, the first
Fairtrade Nation — Scotland being the second!) Our part
was to receive the baton from cyclists from Strathaven
who cycled to Dunscore and, the following day, cycle
with the baton from Dunscore to Brampton, some 65
miles away (including a wee detour into Carlisle).

For many of us, it was quite a cycle. The weather was
kind (frosty but clear) but there were no electric bikes
then and | don’t think any of us had bothered to do any
training either! But all of us made it as far as Annan and
most made it all the way to Brampton just as the light
was giving out.

Photo caption: Bruce Crowther, who started the Fairtrade
Town movement with Kath Aitken, Alison Boyes, Richard
Hesketh, Sarah McConnel, Matthew Aitken and Jack
McConnel.

Dunscore should be genuinely proud to be a Fairtrade
Village. Within the Fairtrade movement we are held up
as an example to other Fairtrade Communities for the
many and varied ways that we raise Fairtrade
awareness and have done for so many years.



And, speaking of Fairtrade activities, we continue to go
into the school every month for interesting Fairtrade
activities with the children. Recently, we were in the pre-
school for some Fairtrade fun and games there and we
have also welcomed Craig Hoy, one of our MSPs, to the
vilage for Fairtrade coffee and a chat about our
activities.

Coming very soon is the Fairtrade Christmas Fair on
Saturday, 6th December, which will pack the church with
local craft and Fairtrade stalls and there will be
refreshments, too. We look forward to seeing you there!

//T !
< Dunscore Faotrade e
Glirestmas Mardeet

Join us for :

Local Craft Stalls
Tea & Coffee _\f
Home Baking

15:00-17:00

Glenriddell Hall
Pam Mitchell

The village hall ticks along nicely!

Do use the Post Office. It's much better than going into
town.

Opening times are:
Monday. 11.00 - 12.30
Wednesday. 12.30 - 1.30
Friday. 11.00 - 12.30

Nicola's Next Level School of Dance class is on
Mondays at 7 pm and Evan’s Friendly Fitness class is
at 1.30 pm every Tuesday.

The Wednesday Club meet for lunch each week and the
Rural monthly, on the third Thursday evening.

DADS and Art Groups book space and it can be hired
for private functions.

Support your village hall.

For more information contact Pam Mitchell.
pammitchell50@btinternet.com

DUNSCORE GALA

Alison Borthwick, Chairperson

Since our successful Gala Week, the committee has
met and held their AGM. Resigning from the committee
were Joe Cook and Jackie Anderson and we thank them
for all the hard work, commitment and effort they have
given to Dunscore Gala over the years. We then
welcomed Danny MacGrain, David Crosbie and James
Mair to join us in organising our Gala 2026! We thank
everyone on the committee for all their hard work during
Gala Week, which is a busy, exhausting week but it's so
much fun and it's great to see all the community come
together!

We are already making preparations and plans for Gala
2026, which will take place from Sunday, 2nd August
(Crowning Day) to Saturday, 8th August 2026 (Gala
Day). Get it in your diary - it's a fabulous week of
activities for all the family to enjoy! If you would like to
see something different at the gala please let us know.
All ideas are most welcome.

On Sunday, 2nd November, we attended the fireworks
display at the playpark. We arranged to do the
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refreshments working from Mark’s wonderful trailer and
we made a few pounds for our gala which is brilliant!
Thank you to everyone who came along - it was a
spectacular evening!

Thank you for all your support.
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We are looking forward to welcoming the Tanzanian Acrobats
back in 2026. This photo is from their performance at the 2024
gala.

The Auld Alliance
Gail Renaud

The Auld Alliance Twinning Association AGM will be
held on 18™ January at 1pm in the Glenriddell Hall in
Dunscore. French onion soup and Galettes des Rois
(traditional French Epiphany cakes) will be provided,
plus some bread and cheese. If you are interested in
finding out more about the Twinning Association, in
hosting or spending some time with our French visitors
when they come over in the summer, or simply in tasting
some French-style food, please do come along. You do
not need to speak French to take part!
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Return to Talbot Manor
DADS Murder Mystery
Catherine Hallows

This production is not your standard passive-
consumption model. It's a cross between a night at the
Globe Theatre and a game of Cluedo. The audience
becomes a tour group, stranded in the Manor by a
broken-down bus, with at least one murderer on the
loose. During supper you'll be questioning a string of
suspects, each more suspicious and motive-laden than
the last, in an effort to help uncover the guilty party's
identity.

The play itself was full of funny moments and quirky
characters, and the cast handled admirably both the set
pieces and the ad-lib Q&A curveballs from the “coach
party”. Dunscore has some dedicated and talented
performers, and some equally creative set and props
people, who transformed the Parish Church for the
occasion.

We had a fun evening out at Talbot Manor - and luckily
escaped with our lives! Should the dwindling Talbot
family suffer yet another tragic misfortune in the future,
we hope to be coincidentally passing by once again.

DADS - Burns Night
Gail Renaud

The next DADS event is the Burns Supper on Saturday,
24th January in the Glenriddell Hall. Mark your diary and
bring your best Burns party piece for a full evening of
traditional entertainment and a fantastic 3 course meal.
Tickets available shortly from the Flying Pig or online.



Gentle Movement Class
Gloria Burke

Glenriddell Hall Tuesdays 1:30pm - 2:30pm
Trainer - Evan Trayner

Why not treat yourselves...and join our Tuesday
afternoon gentle exercise class? You won't regret it! Not
only does it help you health-wise but we have so much
fun and sometimes we even have cake afterwards. No
matter your age or your agility, there’s something for
everyone. Itis perfect for you - just do what you can with
a lot of encouragement, not only from our gorgeous
trainer, Evan, but from the rest of us gang, doing what
we can to the best of our ability. All welcome, male and
female - we have both already - and the more the
merrier. Come and see if it's for you. You have nothing
to lose and lots to gain.

Thank you.

Other classes run by Evan:

Monday 11am
Kingholm Quay Community Centre

Friday 9.30am
Lincluden Community Centre

Starting in January
Heathhall
Closeburn

Details of these upcoming classes and other
activity groups, throughout Nithsdale, can be
found on the council’s website.
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Charity Bingo Night
Lynn Emerson & Pauline Martyniuk

Well, what a night! Our very own Prize Bingo held in the
Flying Pig in aid of two very worthy causes: Dunscore
Pre-School and MacMillan Nurses, both close to most
local people’s hearts.

There was a “Bucket Full” of prizes donated by so many
people and businesses that it's too difficult to mention
them all, although we have written or personally
thanked everyone (we hope...).

We are over the moon with the well-supported turnout
of family and friends who made the night worthwhile by
helping to raise a grand total of £540.48, split equally
between the two amazing causes.

We can’t thank everyone enough for their kindness and
look forward to the next one (possibly).

Thank you again

THE DALGARNO SINGERS

CHRISTMAS
CONCERTS

'Peace on Earth'

Rory Robson
Music Director

Hilary Craig
Accompanist

Lockerbie All Saints Episcopal Church
Sunday 7th December 2025 3:00pm

"~y
Closebum Parish Church
Sunday 14th December 2025 3:00pm

Adult £10

Student/Child FREE T
% T@ algarno
Flaine Kirkham tel: 3 3 :- — 1
;Jandi Q:?'i’:',.dfﬁ.:lss‘zmﬁ" 20®) 25 9 s‘”sﬂ" |

David Muir tel: 01387 710216
Mid Steeple Box Office tel: 01387 253383

waw dalgamosingers.co.uk semmsiis


https://dgdoingmore.co.uk/classes/nithsdale/

Dunscore Art and Craft Collective
Inez Scottie

Two further sessions of the Dunscore Art Collective
were held in October and November: lino cut printing,
led by John Mclintyre and wreath-making, courtesy of
Pauline Martyniuk.

Both sessions were fully booked and we will be starting
again next year with more tasters for you to try your
hand at.

Cairn Valley Community Transport
Ann Walton

Firstly, we'd like to thank everyone who responded to
our appeal in the last edition of the Dunscore Digest.
We’ve had two new drivers come forward directly as a
result of that piece. At the open meeting at the Moniaive
coffee morning shortly afterwards, we recruited another
driver so the three additional drivers will ease the
pressure on the existing team. Thanks go to Brian,
Sarah and Billy for their generosity. By the time you read
this, they will have all have driven their first trip for our
community.

We have also had offers of extra help and at our AGM
in November, we found people to look after the
management and servicing of the bus, someone to
clean the bus regularly and someone to take over the
job of publicity on our website and Facebook. Thanks to
Brian, David and Kate for that. Thanks also go to Ricky
who is standing down after having maintained our
website and produced advertising posters for the past
few years.
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Also standing down from the committee are Stephen
and Alan, both of whom have been trying to escape for
several years! Stephen was the chairman, and Alan has
organised the drivers and taken bookings for the bus
from affiliated organisations. We are still looking for
people to fill both posts. If you think you may be able to
help, then do, please, get in touch with us. Alan’s role is
conducted almost exclusively by email so anyone taking
over would need to be comfortable with that.

Andrew and Ann are continuing with their roles as
secretary and treasurer respectively and Kirsten will
continue to take passenger bookings for excursions.

As a result of a request at the AGM, we are looking into
the possibility of organising a regular shopping trip to
supermarkets in Dumfries. The new 202 bus timetable
leaves people in town for hours longer than most people
want to be there so we're considering having a trial run
early in the new year. We still need to work out the
logistics of the service. If we do run it, then there would
have to be a charge to all passengers. If you have any
opinions on this or ideas for future excursions that you'd
like us to put on, then please speak to any of the
members of our committee. Our passenger
representatives continue to be Kath and Caroline who
are based in Moniaive.

The more eagle-eyed amongst you may have noticed
that our fortnightly CD run falls on Christmas Day this
year. Unsurprisingly, we have cancelled this service and
the next trip after that will be on Thursday, 8th January
2026. As always, see our website or Facebook for
details.

And finally...don’t forget that your organisation can hire
the CVCT bus at very competitive rates, provided that
you’re an affiliated member. Affiliation doesn’t cost you
anything but just helps us to ensure that the user groups
are benefitting the local Cairn Valley community. Ideally,
it's best if you can provide your own driver (with the
dreaded D1 on their licence!) but if you don’t have
anyone suitable then we may well be able to provide a
volunteer to drive for you.




Dunscore Birders Go West
Colin Mitchell

In October, the Dunscore Birders travelled to the
Stranraer area for our annual visit to Luce Bay and Loch
Ryan.

As we left Dunscore, the weather was not looking good
and it became wet as we travelled west. After the long
journey, the rain had eased when we parked up on the
north shore of Luce Bay. Although the tide was out,
there were quite a few birds, including little egret, mute
swans, black tailed godwit and curlews.

Our next stop was near the ferry terminals where we
had excellent views of a group of eider ducks, with the
males in their colourful plumage. We were surprised that
there were not more birds on the water here and moved
to the head of Loch Ryan for our rather chilly picnic
lunch. There were a lot more birds here, including gulls,
wigeon, scaup, red breasted merganser and redshank.
We also had a good view of a greenshank which
migrates from the Arctic and often stops on our shores
to feed.

We stopped in Stranraer and walked along the shore
promenade and spotted scaup, great crested grebe and
gannets diving to feed in the bay.

We then drove along the coast to the Wig, which was
the site of a major seaplane base during the war, and
saw Brent geese, our bird of the day. These are quite
rare geese which visit our coast in the winter.

We had seen 25 species of bird and finished our day
with coffee and cake in a local garden centre before our
long drive back to Dunscore.

This is an image of a Brent Goose from the internet — Colin
insisted that it was far too wet to consider getting a camera
out!
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Flying Pig Craft and Chat Club

Poppy Waterfall
Gloria Burke

What began as a small idea earlier in the year from
Diane quickly grew and took shape, resulting in a
collective effort which brought together crafters of all
ages and abilities.

Using a variety of techniques: crocheting, knitting and
sewing, members poured countless hours into crafting
unique poppies that honour the memory of those who
served and sacrificed in conflicts past and present.

Our craft group and some others not in our group who
had heard what we were doing helped make over 2,300
handmade poppies.

Then came the effort to sew them together and then
onto the netting. Little did we know that making the
poppies was only the start! We got together and laughed
a lot getting it finished. The oldest of us was Daphne at
93; she knitted and then got sewing them together for
us, so thanks to Daphne.

Thank you to everyone who took part in this meaningful
effort and the creativity and dedication have made a

beautiful tribute for our community.

Editors note: The final result can be seen on page 23



Animals

FRED

Iraina McGroarty

We were blessed with a long hot summer and a ripe
autumn of abundance and now we welcome winter with
her short days and clear, cold nights. The rhythm of
Farmersfield has become more reflective as we all
embrace the dark months.

When | was a young girl, | experienced my horsey life
through library books and my favourite book was The
Black Stallion by Walter Farley. | lived that book in my
imagination for many years. The Black was a big wild
horse and he formed an unbreakable bond with the
young boy, Alec Ramsey, who saved his life. As a
Glasgow tenement girl, | completely romanticised
everything the book represented. It made me think of
horses as big and powerful and exciting. The book was
about a boy’s love for a wild horse and how they started
as underdogs but they battled the odds against them to
ultimately triumph in racing. This book was a
contributing influence on my empathy for the underdog.
| always believed that one day | would find my heart
horse: a horse | would have an almost tangible
connection with, like Alec and The Black Stallion. | didn’t
realise | would find all 37 inches of her in a red Shetland
pony called Ruby. Ruby is my heart horse, | adore her.

Ruby and Esmet

Ruby is not big, she is not flashy, she is not a superhero,
but to me Ruby is everything. She is 35 years old. She
has almost no teeth and | love her unconditionally. Ruby
came to us because her previous owners did not realise
she couldn’t graze so Ruby got thinner and thinner.
Once we understood she could only eat mushy food
from a bucket we were able to improve her life. Ruby is
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the boss of Farmersfield. Some days she chooses to go
into fields to hang out with her pony friends but most
days she stays round the stables and keeps us
company as we muck out and get the jobs done. My top
priority is giving Ruby literally about a dozen small feeds
a day. Some she scoffs with delight, others she shares
with the turkeys and hens. She has a stable, the only
pony that does, and one of her admirers painted murals
of Ruby on the walls. She is the first one to get breakfast
in the morning and | never tire of hearing her telling me
to hurry up!

We still have 25 donkeys and everyone is inside at
night. We have 10 stables; the donkeys share them with
either their best friend or small friendship group.
Donkeys are herd animals and they develop specific
friendships within their field companions. It is really
important for the donkeys to maintain these friendships.
Having said that, there are always exceptions to the
rule! Introducing our oldest donkey, 37 year old Barney
Crawford. Barney Crawford is also our smallest donkey



but he has a very big personality. Barney’s best friend
died about eighteen months ago and we have tried
having Barney share a stable with different donkeys but
Barney is a very slow eater and we found that all the
other donkeys would finish their food and then steal
Barney’s. Barney now has a stable to himself next door
to Daphne and Frankie. The dividing wall is small so
Barney can touch and groom his friends while still
enjoying several feeds to see him through the longer
nights. Barney is a very popular donkey with everyone
who visits FRED.

We are enjoying the winter so far and especially the
visits from some of the Dunscore and Moniaive Primary
pupils every Thursday. These young people have such
enthusiasm and clearly love the animals here. If you
would like to visit us, please message me on
07852447076 and we will do our best to accommodate
you.

Throughgate Cats
Helen McNay

For the past few months, a couple of Throughgate
residents have been catching the cats at Lochanhead
Farm to get them neutered. With only one left to catch,
they are trying to find new homes for three young cats
born in February this year. These cats are gradually
becoming more trusting of humans, especially at
feeding time, but will need quiet country homes,
preferably with a shed available to them initially. They
may eventually be tempted indoors, if required!

If you are interested in rehoming any of them, please
contact Cathie Harley on Facebook.

Any donations of cat food will be most welcome and can
be left on Helen's doorstep at Hamilton House or
Cathie's at 1A Cottage, Throughgate.

Many thanks to the Dumfries branch of Cats Protection
for funding the neutering, vaccination and flea/worm
treatments for all the cats on the farm.
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Update from Helen:

They’re still having trouble catching the remaining kitten
but they’re now certain that it's male so the risk of any
further cats appearing at the farm is negligible.

Butterflies In Your Bathroom?
Gail Renaud

g bl ™
Small Tortoiseshell butterfly

| think | have found at least 7 tortoiseshell butterflies
fluttering desperately against the windows in my house
over the last couple of weeks. They come in at the end
of the summer and find a place to sleep over the winter,
then are confused by the heating going on and think it
is time to wake up. I'm never sure what the best thing to
do with them is, so | looked for more information on how
to help and what happens to other butterflies in winter.
Butterflies are reliant on external warmth to provide
energy for their daily processes and | found that they
employ some extraordinary strategies to get them
through the colder winter months. Most go into a form of
hibernation, called diapause, but the stage of the life
cycle when this takes place varies according to the
species.

Peacock butterfly


https://www.facebook.com/cathie.harley

Some butterflies, like the small tortoiseshell, peacock
and comma, overwinter as adults, hiding in safe spaces
and reducing their bodily functions to a minimum. If you
do find an active butterfly in your house, the Wildlife
Trusts’ advice is to catch it in a box and put it in a cooler
place until it has settled, then move it to a shed or
garage, where it can spend the rest of the winter safely
but can still find an escape route in spring. Alternatively,
keep it somewhere cool until there is a warmer period of
weather, then let it go so that it can find its own
alternative roosting spot. You don’t have to worry about
the shed being cold; these butterflies protect
themselves against sub-zero temperatures by

eliminating any unnecessary water and storing glycerol
in their bodies, which acts as an anti-freeze.

Comma butterfly

Most British butterflies pass the winter as caterpillars,
either bedded down in leaf litter or other vegetation or
creating some other kind of shelter. Large skippers
create a protective tube by pulling blades of grass
together with silk. Marsh fritillaries build a communal
web close to the ground and overwinter there together.
More inventively, large blue butterfly caterpillars
produce a sugary liquid and use this to trick ants into
carrying them down into their nests. They pass the
winter there, feeding on the ant larvae.

Some caterpillars, such as grayling and ringlet, are also
able to protect themselves from freezing using glycerol
in a similar way to butterflies. They can even control the
freezing process within their bodies with ice-nucleating
agents, molecules which encourage ice formation in the
fluid around the cells rather than in the cells themselves,
preventing the essential cell components from freezing.
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Other butterflies, such as the large (cabbage) white or
speckled wood, move into the pupal stage before winter,
passing the cooler months in a hard, protective shell.
The pupa (chrysalis) can be stuck to leaf litter, a plant
stem, or even a house wall.

Remaining as an egg over winter is another option. The
larva inside the egg times its development so that it is
ready to emerge from the egg in the spring at the same
time as the leaves it will feed on start to grow.

The final option is to go with the warmer weather and fly
south for the winter. Red admiral butterflies migrate
south and used not to be found in the UK in winter but,
with climate change, more are now spending the winter
in warmer parts of the British Isles, where it appears
they remain active rather than dormant during the
winter.

Recent citizen science studies have discovered that
painted lady butterflies migrate from Africa to Europe in
the spring and back to Africa in the autumn, often
covering 100 miles a day in a 9,000-mile trip. But it is
not the same butterfly that left Africa that arrives back in
the autumn, rather its descendant. Painted ladies
reproduce throughout the year, with each life cycle from
egg to flying butterfly taking 1-2 months. They also
move constantly, so the migration takes place across
several generations.

Painted Lady

I never thought, when | heard the flapping of wings
against the window, that such tiny creatures would have
such inventive and fascinating ways of coping with the
challenges of the changing environment. Isn’'t nature
amazing?



Enjoying the Outdoors

Cycling

Elaine Scott

| have been an avid cyclist for many years. You may well
have seen me cycling through Dunscore or
Throughgate.

Upon moving to the area three years ago, | established
my bearings by cycling up and down the numerous,
quiet country lanes. | quickly realised there was no way
of getting home without climbing at least one steep hill!

One of the things | enjoy most about cycling in this area
is that | can get to so many places without having to
navigate the traffic of Dumfries. Drumlanrig Castle, Ae
Forest, and all the way to Gatehouse of Fleet and
Newton Stewart can be reached without hitting a busy
road.

Closer to home, though, my two favourite routes have
to be up to Loch Urr and Glen Kiln Reservoir. In both
cases, it is quite the climb to get up there, whilst also
having to navigate cattle grids, potholes, and often
sheep and cows. The cows, especially, can be quite
obstinate; however, | would rather be held up by local
livestock than traffic any day.
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Once you make it up to Loch Urr or Glen Kiln, the views
are stunning, especially if you time it right and see the
sunlight glistening on the water. More often than not, |
will have the place to myself with only the sounds of the
birds for company.

| feel very lucky to have the quiet roads around
Dunscore and Throughgate to cycle and walk along. |
will never grow tired of the views.

I have included a couple of photos of my recent cycle
rides through the beautiful autumnal colours.

My Football Journey ... so far ...
Solomon McGroarty (aged 13)

| joined Greystone Rovers Football Club at the age of
five. There were about twenty boys in my age group -
the 2012 Team. We played five-a-side football, with no
goalkeepers and rolling substitutes, meaning all players
received roughly the same amount of game time.

We trained once a week and played organised games
every weekend against other local teams such as
Gretna, Annan, Heston Rovers (Dumfries), Mid
Annandale (Lockerbie), Upper Annandale (Moffat) and
Terregles. During this time, the emphasis was on
enjoyment and finding which position suited you best.



By the time we were seven, we were playing seven-a-
side football. The difference being, we were now playing
with goalkeepers and most players had decided
whether they wanted to be defenders, midfielders or
forwards. We played against mostly the same
opposition but now played some further away teams
such as Galloway Thistle (Newton Stewart) and Loch
Ryan (Stranraer). By now, | was usually playing midfield
as | thought playing in goals was fun but not involved
enough for long periods. Plus, | liked scoring goals,
making tackles and being busy all over the park.

When we moved to nine-a-side football, the game
seemed to become an awful lot bigger. We were playing
in bigger goals, meaning the goalkeepers had a lot more
action, and the team had a lot more shape and
organisation to it. As the tallest boy in the team, | was
now really enjoying playing as the goalkeeper. |
attended specialist goalkeeping training and realised |
preferred playing in goals as it was a specialist position
that not all people can play or enjoy. | received a lot of
encouragement from my teammates and coaches at
Greystone to make the position my own and quickly
realised this was the position for me.

Solomon’s first time playing in goal

Now we are playing eleven-a-side football in full-sized
goals against mainly the same teams but now in an
organised and competitive league and cup structure.
Last year, Greystone were runners-up in both the
Dumfries & Galloway 2012 League and Cup. We are
also playing against teams from other regions, such as
Ayrshire and Lanarkshire.

Playing so well for Greystone Rovers, | was invited to
attend a trial for the Scottish Football Association, South
West Region, along with sixty other youths from
Ayrshire and Dumfries & Galloway. From these sixty,
thirty were asked back for a second trial and | was also
selected from this group to make the final eighteen to
represent SFA, South West, in all future matches this
season. There was only one other boy from Dumfries &
Galloway (Galloway Thistle) selected for this honour.

We played our first game against Greenock Morton’s
2012 Youth Team in November and managed to beat
them 5-1. | really enjoyed the experience of playing
against a well-organised youth team and felt | did myself
and my coaches and teammates at Greystone Rovers
proud. We have other games lined up against other
professional football teams’ Youth Teams throughout the
winter and spring.

| would really encourage any aspiring footballers to join
a team like Greystone Rovers, Morton Thistle (Thornhill)
or whoever, to get as much enjoyment and make great
friends as | have over the years

aelialmate ==~
- - - .

Winning The Valspar Festival Trophy in May 2025



In Other News.....

Scammers
Matthew Aitken

How do you spot a scammer? You may well be aware
that there are usually many “flags” that should make you
suspicious and, in our recent experience, this was
certainly the case.

When selling our car recently, we advertised it on
Facebook Marketplace and ended up having an
interaction with a scammer. It was a bit disconcerting
but also interesting in demonstrating many of the clues
that suggest a scam and will mean that we will be even
more on our guard in future.

It started with posting the advert and several photos of
the car. Within seconds, we had a response from a
David Jones asking if it was still available. The speed of
the response seemed a little odd but nothing more. |
messaged back to say that it was and he came back to
say that he was interested and would like to meet to see
it. If it was as described, he was happy to pay the asking
price and said that he was buying the car for his
daughter. It all sounded a bit too good to be true but not
impossible.

Meanwhile, we had a look at David’s profile on
Facebook. He had a photo showing a family group but
there were no Facebook friends shown and no posts.
Furthermore, he had joined Facebook this year. All of
which point to a cloned site using someone else’s profile
and picture. Highly suspicious.

Despite now being pretty much convinced that this was
a scam, it was just possible that it was a genuine
person, so we continued. We asked where he lived and
he said Moffat. That sounded plausible and we
suggested meeting. We agreed on a time and location
in Dumfries (we weren’t keen to divulge where we lived)
and he then said that he had been speaking to his father
who was interested in the car (a rather strange change
from his daughter but, who knows?) who had said that
he should get a pre-purchase check carried out on the
car (the sort of thing that checks for a valid MOT and
that the car hasn’'t been written off). Not an
unreasonable check before buying a car, however. He
asked that we carry this out before we met and said he
would be happy to pay the £21 for the check and he sent
a link to a suitable site. Since he had all the details of
the car, including the registration number, and he was
prepared to pay for the pre-purchase check, it was very
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odd that he wanted us to carry out the check rather than
him.

By this stage, we’d had enough. He was clearly a
scammer. But what was he aiming to get out of the
transaction? This became clear when we looked at the
site that he wanted us to use to check the car. It looked
professional but not all the links on it worked. There
were glowing reviews on the webpage such as:
“Excellent website and service! | needed peace of mind
before buying a used car for my fiancé. Thank you! —
Five stars.” We then had a look at their entry on
TrustPilot (the go-to business review site) and, though
surprised to find the business there, soon saw that there
were no reviews recorded. So, it was a website created
by the scammer with the aim of getting our credit card
details. Had we “bought” the review of the pre-purchase
check, the scammer would have had all or our credit
card details, address etc, so would, doubtless, have
gone on a spending spree!

Sadly, we ended up trading in our car. We didn’t sell
privately to “David Jones” (or anyone else for that
matter) but it was a lesson in scam-spotting that will
make us very much more aware in any future sales.

In summary, the scam “flags” in this case were:

1. Being prepared to pay the full price without
even seeing the car — the old adage, “If it looks
too good to be true, it probably is.”

2. A very recently created Facebook profile with
just a photo and no friends.

3. A story that didn’t seem genuine — buying the
car for his daughter and then his father.

4. Everything being rushed — time pressure
means that you don’t think things through.

5. Finally, the dodgy review site — it actually looked

quite professional but had some significant
gaps

Picture 1 is the review of the pre-purchase review
website with no reviews

0.0 @

All reviews




Picture 2: A screenshot of the glowing reviews on the scam website:

Hundreds of happy
Excellent website and Informative and accurate
customers. service o reports @

As a community we bring you a vehicle history

check you can trust and it's provided by nnnn nn

VehicleExtract!

Excellent website and service! | needed peace of VehicleExtract is informative and accurate. A

Tl_'liS means that you can buy your next used car mind before buying a used car for my fiancé. good and reliable service that helped buy the car |
with confidence and reassurance, check out what Thank you! wanted.

our customers are saying about our service...

Brilliant company and Fantastic service, a must
service use!
#]

Brilliant company and service! | wanted 1o geta When you are about to spend your hard earned
full check on a car | was buying, simple easy and money on a second hand car, this service is a
quick ¢ ‘must have'.

Monument
Ann Walton

The tremendous efforts of the craft group this year, creating the magnificent poppy display, has really drawn attention to
the monument. The presence of the monument itself wasn’t without controversy — the following is a transcript of an old
newspaper cutting from the Dumfries and Galloway Courier dated 22" February 1919, found some years ago by
someone working on a local house. The acrimony at the meeting can still be felt!

proceedings were at times somewhat animated. Mr
John N. Farish, secretary to the committee, read the
minutes of the public meeting showing that the ultimate
and unanimous finding was that a granite obelisk
bearing the names of the fallen should be erected, and
that the committee should make enquiries regarding
site, designs and cost, and take up subscriptions and
report.

After the reading of the minutes, Mr Joseph Kerr, Junkin,
“meol o ai . rose in the body of the hall and asked — Don’t you think
W«ﬂhﬁ%L o : : it would be much better to read the minutes of the

e e meeting that was held in Dumfries the day previous to
the meeting held here?

Memorials to the Fallen The Chairman - We have only got to do with the meeting
DUNSCORE held here.

Foolish and Unseemly Wrangling , , ,
Mr Kerr — But it would be just as well to read the minutes

of the public meeting held in Dumfries also. Continuing
Mr Kerr, apparently referring to a passage in the minutes
to that effect that the amendment proposed by him at
the previous public meeting in Dunscore failed to find a
seconder, said — If Kerr had had a meeting in Dumfries

A largely attended meeting of the parishioners of
Dunscore was held in Glenriddel Hall, Dunscore village
on Thursday evening to receive the report of the
committee on the proposed erection of the parish war
memorial. The Reverend Wm Barrowman, Craig,
convener of the committee, presided, and the
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the day previous to the one held here he might have had
a seconder to his motion.

The Chairman said they could not take up that matter
there. Continuing he said it would be a great gratification
to everyone to know that the subscriptions handed in up
to that night reached £196 14s. They were greatly
indebted to the gentlemen who had taken up these
subscriptions. The collectors had met with a ready and
generous response, and he thought that the liberality of
the people of the parish showed that their scheme
commended itself to them. It was possible that further
sums might be added to the amount reported. With
reference to the site of the memorial, Mr Symington,
Allanton, had been good enough to write to Dr Morton
on the subject, and Dr Morton had very kindly agreed to
give them the ground required for the site in front of his
house free of all charge — (hear, hear) — and the
superior, Mr Walker, had given his consent to the
arrangement. The committee had considered the
matter, and they unanimously recommended that the
site be selected for the memorial. They had of course
considered other sites, but after discussing the matter
from every point of view they were unanimous in the
recommendation which they now put forward. In regard
to the memorial itself, it was agreed that tenders should
be asked for the erection of a granite obelisk not less
than 15 feet in height. An advertisement would be putin
the newspapers inviting tenders and designs from any
sculptors who cared to offer.

Mr William Kirk, grocer, asked in reference to the site
whether he, as tenant of Dr Morton’s house was to be
taken into consideration at all, or if he was to be
completely ignored. It would have been only courteous
on the part of the committee he considered if his
consent had been asked or if he had been asked
whether he had any objections.

The Chairman said Mr Symington conducted the
correspondence in connection with the site.

Mr Kirk said he would leave it to the meeting to say
whether the way the committee had gone about
business had been courteous to him. He was quite in
sympathy with the movement and would have been
quite willing to have given his consent if it had been
asked but now if the memorial were put up there, he
would put in a claim for a reduction in his rent. Mr
Symington could see to that too. He did not suppose
they could take the law into their own hands.

The Chairman said Mr Symington undertook to write to
Dr Morton on the subject, and that was all they could do
in the matter in the meantime.
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Mr Kerr said that the tenant was the first man that should
have been spoken to. The tenant was present at their
last meeting.

Mr Kirk — | am agreeable that the memorial should be
placed there if the committee apologise for ignoring me
and ask my consent.

Mr Symington — | am only one of the committee.

The Chairman asked if the meeting approved of the site
offered in front of Dr Morton’s house? This was the
unanimous recommendation of the committee.

Mr William Waugh, Broadfoot — | move that it is not a
proper site at all. All the loafers and drinkers of the day
are there. | think the monument should be erected in a
more sacred place and | move that it be placed in the
parish churchyard.

Mr Kerr — | second that. The site proposed is not a
proper place at all, and no sane man would ever have
suggested putting it there.

Mr R McNaught, Burnhead — That is an amendment to
the committee’s recommendation, and | move that the
matter be now put to the meeting.

The Chairman — But somebody might have something
else to say yet in regard to the matter.

Mr Kerr — | have something to say. | was very much
struck the other day to hear that a gentleman who
objected to the water supply, a man only newly come
into the parish, and who should have sat still and said
nothing, is now fighting for a water supply for himself.
Dunscore has more need of a water supply than he has.

Mr James McPhee, woodcutter — Ladies and
gentlemen, please — (laughter) — | propose that we get
in a water supply.

The Chairman — We cannot go into that now, it was
brought up at last meeting and defeated.

Mr McPhee — Indeed, | beg your pardon but is it too
late? — The Chairman — Yes — Mr McPhee: Well I'm sorry
for that, it is a much needed thing in Dunscore.

Mr Kerr — | don’t think it is too late at all. But | would like
to know why did the committee have a meeting in
Dumfries the day before the one here?

The question of site was put to the meeting and on a
show of hands eight voted for Mr Waugh’s amendment
to erect the memorial in the churchyard and 22
supported the recommendation of the committee. A



large number did not vote. Approval of the
recommendation of the committee was declared
carried.

The Chairman said now that they had agreed about the
site it would be courteous to ask Mr Kirk if he had any
objections.

Mr Kerr — The committee went to the length of asking Dr
Morton first, and the tenant should have come in before
Dr Morton.

Mr Kirk — Oh, no, | don’t say that.

The Chairman — Are we agreed to advertise for tenders
and designs?

Replying to a remark by Mr Waugh, Mr Symington said
— | told you to put in your tender — Mr Waugh: You went
and asked a party to give you a design and an estimate
and | have as good a right as anyone to put in my offer.
— Mr Symington: Well, put in your tender.

Mr Waugh — And another thing. If | had been asked to
put in a tender | would have put it in on a week-day and
not on a Sunday. (Laughter and interruption)

The Chairman — Do you agree with the suggestion that
that tenders be considered from all and sundry who care
to offer?

There was a renewal of interruption and talking at this
stage, and the Chairman called for order.

Rev. Thomas Wilson, Dunscore U. F Church — | beg to
appeal to those present to observe the ordinary
decencies of the meeting. It is really disgraceful.

At this point a man rose from the body of the hall, and
making his way to the exit halted in the doorway to say:-
Before | go, it is a pity to see as many educated men
here — (a voice, “As few you mean”) — sitting in this
house argy bargying over the boys that have lost their
lives for us all. The speaker then left.

Mr Kerr — | want to know why the committee had their
meeting in Dumfries.

The Chairman — | understand that the meeting approves
of the recommendations of the committee, and | am
sure we will all do our best for the memorial.

Mr McNaught — Will you answer me this question? The
committee have collected the money and done their
work. Have we now to appoint a new committee to
procure the designs and estimates or leave the matter
to the chairman and secretary?
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The Chairman — | understand that it is left to the
committee.

Mr Kerr — The committee appointed themselves. Where
did you ever see a committee like this? One proposed
one man, another backed him up, and another backed
that one up. They were all on a string and there they are
here.

Rev Thomas Wilson (with some warmth) — | repudiate
entirely that insinuation of Mr Kerr’s; and | know nothing
at all of the meeting at Dumfries to which Mr Kerr has
repeatedly referred.

Another member of the committee said he also
repudiated the insinuations of Mr Kerr, and disclaimed
all knowledge of the Dumfries meeting.

Mr Kerr — It is all right.

Other members also expressed their repudiation of Mr
Kerr’s insinuations.

Mr Farish, secretary to the committee said he had
nothing at all to do with the meeting and asked where it
was held.

Mr Kerr — In Dumfries

Rev T Wilson moved that Mr Kerr be asked to give them
full particulars about this meeting. Where was it held,
who attended it and what were all the facts about it? He
denied all knowledge of it.

Mr Kerr — It was all arranged in Dumfries.

Another member of the committee said this was the first
meeting he had attended, and the insinuations did not
apply to him.

Mr Kerr — You should not have been on the committee
when you were not here.

The Chairman said he thought they should get on with
the business. There was no use throwing the whole
thing into the melting pot again.

Mr Farish said he was quite prepared to resign his office
of secretary if any insinuations whatever were made
against him. If Mr Kerr was willing to do the job himself
he could have it.

Another speaker proposed that Mr Kerr should make a
full statement about the meeting he had talked so much
about that night, and this was seconded.



Mr Kerr — You are not in the parish at all, you have
nothing to do with it.

The previous speaker — Are you going to pay my rates
for me next year? (The Chairman — | think we really
should drop this.) | believe | pay more rates in the parish
than Mr Kerr.

Mr Kerr — You have no right to be on the committee at
all.

The Chairman — It is understood that the matter is now
left in the hands of the committee?

Mr Waugh — | don'’t think that. | think the committee
should submit the designs to the public.

Mr Symington — If that is the case the committee is of
no use.

Mr Dickson said the plans ought to be submitted in the
first instance to the committee.

After some further discussion on this point it was
suggested that the designs could be placed on the walls
of the hall so that the public could examine them.

Mr Symington said he objected to a working committee
having their power withheld from them. They were
chosen by the public to carry this thing through and it
was absurd now to endeavour to divest them of all
power to do the task they were appointed for. If there
were objections to any one on the committee, let them
say so, or if they wished to appoint a new committee let
them do so. He did not, however, think that this was
necessary. He thought the committee had done their
level best for them — (hear hear) — and he was perfectly
sure when the thing was completed there was not one
amongst them but would admire it. There was no
necessity even to hold that meeting at all.

Mr Waugh — That is what | said. | have certainly every
confidence in the committee.

Mr McNaught said that at some other functions in the
parish when money had been collected by the
committee, the committee was dissolved and another
appointed to spend it. He asked if the present committee
had been dissolved?

Mr Symington — Do you wish the committee dissolved?
— Mr McNaught — No — Mr Symington: Then why ask the
question?

Mr Dickson — You surely would not dissolve the
committee unless you had some objection to it?

Mr McNaught -You have done your duty so far, and
done it well.

The Chairman asked if what the meeting wanted was
that the committee should receive the designs and
submit them to the public. (A voice: “Yes.”)

Mr Symington — | object to that. We have the power to
choose our own designs and we will do it.

Mr Kerr — Mr Symington is only one man like the rest of
us.

The Chairman — There is no need for any dissension.
We are all out for the one thing. | take it the committee
are to receive the designs and submit them to another
meeting. | think Mr Symington will fall in with that. He did
not know how long it would be before the designs could
be procured, but the meeting could be called by
advertisement. This was agreed to and the meeting
closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman.

After the meeting had closed information was received
by the committee that a further sum of £19 12s had been
contributed as a result of the whist drive at Glenesslin.
The total is therefore now £216 6s.

The end result, this year, adorned by the magnificent poppy
display.

If you're interested to find out more about the war memorial, check out this article on the Community Council website.
There are quite a number of interesting articles in that section if you haven’t already come across it.


https://www.dunscore.org.uk/items-of-interest/war-memorial/

Local Business

The Pizza Tuk Tuk
Mark Wood

| have been doing a few events locally and family
celebrations over the last 8 months with the Pizza Tuk
Tuk. You might have seen us at the gala, The Flying Pig
fundraiser or Bonfire Night. As we slowly develop the
business, perfecting and developing the offering, | hope
to take the Tuk Tuk on to its next development stage

next year with a new look and logo and hopefully to a
few more local events.

In addition to the Pizza Tuk Tuk, | have added a Horse
Box Dry Bar to the business and it is my intention to hire
this out for weddings, celebrations and events locally.
So far, | have loaned the bar to friends for a birthday
celebration and to the Gala for the fireworks/bonfire
night, with a working title of ‘White Hart’ (any alternative
name suggestions are most welcome). For those who
are unfamiliar with a dry bar concept. | will provide the
horse box bar (subject to site access) for use. You then
can fill the bar with whatever alcoholic or non alcoholic
beverages you wish for your event, celebration or
wedding. You fill it, theme it how you wish, and staff it,
etc, during the duration of hire for your event.

The bar is equipped with lighting, hand wash and two
under counter chillers for your chosen beverages. Itis a
stylish addition to any event. The bar can also be
equipped with 120ft of outdoor lighting to light up the
evening. The 1974 Pizza Tuk Tuk will shortly be
redesigned and painted out to match the new logo and
make it easier to use for events, so look out for us in the
New Year with the new design!

Charity Appeal

Us2U
Ann Walton

Five years ago, Lee Vann-Wakelin and his family began fund raising
to put food on the Christmas tables of people across the whole of
Dumfries and Galloway. The plan in 2021 was to provide 150 families
with the ingredients to make evening meals for 6 people for a week,
including a full Christmas Dinner. Sadly, the demand from the food
banks, schools and other agencies who support families in need has
been so great that it has increased year on year and this year’s target
was to support 500 homes. There are now 513 hampers pledged for
distribution this year and Lee has reluctantly had to refuse any more
requests. None of the hampers go directly to families but are
allocated through the groups who are working to alleviate food
poverty across the county all year. This year 44 different agencies
will distribute the parcels. Every penny donated will go directly to
buying food for the hampers. Lee also runs appeals for specific food
items. To find out more, follow the Facebook group or see their
website. If you are in a position to donate directly then their bank
details are: US2U - Sort Code: 82-12-08 - Account Number:
10171519 or you can donate via PayPal on the website. Thank you.
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/357160185914868
https://us2u.org.uk/

